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RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
FOHN Loa KOBRERTS, 
Baronof Truro, 


All increaſe of laſting Rovour and Felicity, 


Right Honorable, 

Fae His baſly untrefl Birth, being forced out” of 

doores by the tmportrity of d.vers godly 

Fl CMeniſters and Friends, vegges 4 tuert:'g 
| from your Hongurs Nam?, whoſe merits 

are ſo well known unto the world in thoſe 

SES publick imployments to which you baye ben 


Sngaged, as, if 1 ſhould attempt to adae any luſtre, 1 ſhould but 
lioht 8 Candle to the Sunne,and ſhadow that beauty which an | 
abler penſill hath lately drawn, I bad not adventured upon the Maile Samet 
Acumen of your wiſdome and parts, for patronage of this in- Fyiſt.Dedic. 
labour, had not your accuſtomed caxdor prompted me with *9 his Ar- 
favourable excuſe of this honeft ambitrton, partly fron. that pres q | 
wel-known love your Honour bears to learning & prety, party 
om the eJſtant experience of your abundant taours, of which 
1 deſire in this ſmal monument to perpetuate the acknowledge- 
ments, and perth from the ſubjeR of the firſt enſuing diſcourſe, 
which may be not unſuitable toyour affetiton of a citemplative 
retiredues and a contentiue ſweetnes in your (elf-1njoyments : 


= 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


your Honour not aſpiring great things for your ſelfe 1n Ja- 
cobs day ef ſmail tht «gs, myit nobly diſdai ning to make your 
AMorſels fat out of the publick wants, altzough your loſſes may 
be as great as ſome others. 

Herotck Sir, I trutt neither of th:ſe Sermons will be ag. 
ſ«toury to your goodneſſe, though both ugworthy your lear- 
ning. 

S be firſt Sermnn preſents you the felicity of an bumble 
context andpeaceable retiredneſſe, « D:ſcourſe not unſesjona- 
ble in times ſo full of trouble and uncertaintie as ours are. 

The ſecond diſcovers the (awfull ends, and unkind prova. _ 
cations of a Minifters removall,yeelizng both an Apologie for 
the Miniſter,and an Alarm tothe people whatſoever they are, 

... Hope,which is the Mother of Boldneſſe, aud Miſtreſſe of Ex i 
oh |  deavourbath brought them unto your hands,to do ſome ſervice 
. waando che C burch of God. and to your Honour, wherein if they ſhail 

"Wi it will both Comfort and Crowne bim whois 
ervant to both | 


In all Goſpel duties 
intirely obliged, 


JoHnN FATHERS? 


SESODOOESOOCOIES: 


THE 
CONTENT OF A WAY- 
FARING MAN: 

OR, 


* Feremies (ottage in the Wilderneſſe, 


| | JEREM. 9. 2+ 
O that I had in the wilderneſſe a lodging place of way- 
faring men, that I mrgit leave my people and goe from 
them. 
Or thus, 


Ob that I bad the Cort age of a Wayfaring man in the Wilderneſſ., 


gh E have here Jeremies Content, and Jeremies 
Account : His Content was moderate, He 


SR 5ES 
< F ” aſpired no great things for himſelfe, ncr 
! » Biſhops Lands, nor Deanes Houſes, A 
s. W [32 


Cottage was his Content, and his Content 
was {utable to his Condition, 
A His Condition was a Wayfaring-man,and 
PAYOR the Cotrage of « Wayfaring-man was his nou loquitur 
| Content , onely a hole to hide his head in + dwwerforiis 
* aftorm, and to afford him a nights lodging in his Way: And that in 9% 7a an 


no ſtately Citie, where perhaps a ſmall Cotrage may be of more value —_— = 
then a large Farw in the Countrey. ve foris dh 
ſerti guemad- 


medum videdimus ubi per ſylvas longum tft & moleflum iter, 'tuguria quedam componi F 
benſas [uerit-viater (anchris nottis ut poſit tatere ſub tefto, foil. ne ſub die cuber. Caly, 6/99 «are: 
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The Content of a Wayfaring-maz : or, 


But the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wilderneſſe, And Wilder- 
meſſe, whecher you take ir literally, for a place ſmaty inhabited 3 as that 
wildernefle wherein the Prieſts had 6 Cities; or for a place not at all 
inhabiced, as that to which Feremics wild Aﬀe was uſed ; or figura= 
1:v+ly for a rule and untaught pzople, as 1Vildernefſe doth often lignifie 
in holy Scriptures. Either way it ſuirs very well wich Feremies Con- 
tent, who deſired roenjoy himleltc in a peaceable retirednefſe, which 
he cou'd not in a (amulcuous Citie 3 and probably as he had ber- 
ter hopes of the ſafety of his perſon amongſt wilde beaſts, then wic- 
{ed men : fo of the ſucceſſc of his Min ſtery amongſt a rude and igno» 
rant people in the wi/derneſſc, then amongſt thoſe whoſe knowledge 
did puffe them up in Jerxſalem. For io we find Feremics Account, why 
be delired the Cortage of a w 1yfaring-man in the wilderneſſ:, That T 
might leave my people, and goe from them. 

My people : His they were chuugh they were ſobad. Jeremy you will 
yeeld,wasan able, painfull, taiihiull, coumragious Minifter, who fea- 
red not the frownes of Kings nor Princes, Ferrers nor Dangeon, for 
the faichtul! diſcharge of his Miniſtery ; and yct ſogood as he watghe 
was unhappily matchc with a bad people, and ſo bad they were, as 
that he did defire to leave them, and yet not leave them without leave 
from God, or love to them, 

Not without kave from God ; for theſe words we maſt not con» 
ceiveto fall at randum from Jeremy, as ifhe were hurried away from 
bis people by paſſion, or difconteat, but as he (ayes, Chap. xr. wv. 20, 
Unna thee, O Lord, have I r:vealed my canſe. And Chap. 20. 12. V nto 
tbee,O Lord, haveI opencd my cauſe. He fecks to God for a place of re- 
move, and would remove as the Iſraelites in the wildernefle a Gods 
command. 

Not without love tothem ; for though he did heve them, yet hee 
wou'd not leave to pray for them ,$& to pray in teares,and reares fn #- 
bundance; and that abandancenor ſufficient tocantent his love, bu: 
that he wiſhes for more. O that my bead were full of waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of teares, 1bat I might weep day and nigo: for the captivity 
of t he dawgbter of my prople, verſe 1. of this Chapter. Foc fa you; maſt 
j-'yn that verſe to this,and you have then and here: a double: 4ccourit 
of Feremies option for a Cottage in the wilderneſ[:. 

eing his preaching could doe no good in Feraſalem, he war deft 
rous toretire himſelfe to prayer, and to pray in teares, as Jeremy did, 
retireduelk is beſt. 


Jeremy's (ottage.in the wilderneſſe. 

Foreſeeing their Captivity, he was unwilling to ſee it, and there- 
fore deſired to enjoy himſelf in a peaceable retiredneffe, rather then to 
live in Jeruſalem with fire over his head. O :bat Thad the Cottage of 8 
IWayfaring man in the wilderneſſe, that I might leave my people and go from 
them, 

I have now given you the Analyſis of the Text, and you ſee thereis 
much in it, and I havelictle time,I ſhall endeavour as well as I can, to 
contraR much into little, and ſhall confine my ſelfe to the two gene- 
rall heads of the Text : Feremiabs Content,and Feremiabs Account, 

From the firſt, I obſerve 3 How moderate gracious defires ſhould be in 
theſe earthly things. 

From the ſecond; How good Miniſters may upon warrantable grounds 
* < defire to remove from an unkind people. 

And firſt, I ſhall apply my ſelfe to the firſt, Jeremies Content : O 
that T bad the Cottage of a wayfaring- man in the wilderneſſe, that I might 
leave my people,and goe from them. 

Gracious defires honld be moderate in theſe earthly things, IT doe not 1. General 


; {ay , The defires of grace ſhould be moderate. For that is our great Do&rine. 
| corruption,that in thoſe things wherein unſatiablenefſe ofalefire is 
onely lawfull, our affe&ions are too remiſle ; as in ſpirituall and hea- 
yenly things ; and too intenſe in thoſe things wherein unſatiablenefſe 
| of defice is moſt unlawfull : as in temporary and earthly things. And 
therefore I ſay,If our defires are gracious, they are and ſhould be mo- 
derate in earthly things. 
Will you pleaſe to look upon your example in the Text , Jeremiah 
| was one of noble birth, of great parts, of eminent gifts,of admirable 
courage, of unparalleld fidelity in his Miniſtery : and yet neither his 
| | bicth, nor place,nor parts nor gifts, did make him ambitious : A cot- 
tage did content him who might deſerve a palace. 
Will yoo take anotherinſtance to this ? It is that of Agr, Give me Prov.zo, 8. 
not _ leſt I be too full, but feed me with food convenient for me. Give me 
_ mot riezes. 
Ws Dain niſt mentis inops } You will ſcarce think him a reaſonable 
=- man that ſhould defice riches not to be given unto him? - But ſtay a 
while, and heare his reaſon : Leſt I bee too full. He would tot have his 
food robecome his diſezſe. You well know the danger of (urfeics,you 
know it, bue feele it not whileſt the ſcyeet mocſell is going down Tor 
be that feares ir, puts the knife unto bis throat, and moderates bis appe- 
tHe, Feed me with food convenient for me. 1.V iium,Ford he(doth delire: I, 
F So 
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ohn 14.6. 


Matth.6. 11. 


2s 


Matth.2. 15. 
Mark 15. 41. 


Reaſon I, 


Matth.s, 22, 
Palm 49.13: 
Plal- 24-6. 


The Content of a Wayfaring-man : or, 


So much of theſe cu: ward things as may afford him a livelihood. 
2. Dimenſum, Food convenient , a portion ſutable and com petent to 
his place and callin-'. This is lawfull,and this is moderate. 

To theſe two inſtances will you pleaſeto take one Rule from him 
that is our Rule. He that bleſfech our prayers, taught us to pray for 
our daily bread. 1. For Bread, Parem indigentie, ſo much as may 
ſupply uwr wants in our way : A Facobs ferip to vittuall us over 
Jordan.. 2. Our daily Bread , fine folicitudine , without anxious 
thought for to morrow : for ro morrow |(aith the ſame divine O« 
racle | will care for it felfe : Sufficient wnto the day #5 the evill thereof. 

Nor did vur blefſcd Lord and Saviour ſer this Boundary untoothers, 
which he kept not himſelf: For he who had the fulneſſe of Heaven 
and earth for bis fuor- ſtoo],was yet content with his daily Admini- 
trations, Youu have now the proofe of the DoRrine : That gra- 
ciows d. fares are and ſboxld be moderate. 1 might give you many Rea» 
ſons for further confirmation of it ; but time confines me to thoſe on- 
ly which offer chemſelves in the Text, 

The firſt # this : 

That@ur Content ſhould be ſuicable to our Condition. Wyfaring= 
men wee are by our Adertall Condition, and our Spiritual! Content 
ſhould be the Cottage of a wayfaring-man, onely that which may ſuf- 
fice us in our way. 

The life of Man is notunficly compared to a wey wherein perſons 
of divers conditions travell, and this is the brood of Travellers, we 
all meet in this one condition to be wayfaring-mes. There are ma- 
ny conditions of the wayfaring-man which ſuit with ours, ſhould I 
cravell them all, I ſhould ſcarce part wich the wayfaring-man, before 
this travell were ended. I will onely reftrain my felfe uuto two. 

I. What wearein reſpe& of our mortall. Condition ? Wayſaring-men. 
2. What we ought to bein reſpe& of our ſpiritual! defires, Content 
with our cottage in this wilderneffe of fin. 

This World is a through: fare either to Heaven or to Hell, and 
whether Judas goeth to his place, or Peter to his, we all are as a ſhip 
under Gaile, paſſing ſwiftly to our haven, and every moment of time 
doth haſten us ctouurlaft home. 

T he travailes of men indeed are to divers ends : Some to be great, 
others tobe rich ; ſome for knowledge, others for wealth, [ few for 
grace, ] And whileſt for the increaſe of theſe, wee defire encreaſe of 

yeares, what doe wee defire, but that [ which unto the carnall _ 
0 
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Jeremy's Cottage 12 the wilderneſſe. 


fo undefired ] our haſtning to our journeys end : the way jn which 
wee all meCt, the way of all fleſb. 

Ic is not without a myſtery, and this of cur condition, that the 
worlds fir t entertainment of oar Saviour was in an In=e, and bis Mo- 
ther fell in trevell with him,whileft ſhee was in travel]. How much doe 
they miſtake their condicion, that rake their Inne for cheic home, 
and make their way their reft. 

I cannot blame worldlings to build them tabernacles bere,and to wiſh 
they might ever dwell in chem,being with Pharaobs Baker loath to go 
our of their earthly priſons, becauſe they feare a worte condition ous 
of them. But you my Beloved, that have good hopes of Heaven, ac- 
count your (elves ſtravgers and pilgrimes heie, arid lei your offefions, 
your converſaiions be in Heaven , whilet yet your commoration is in 
your removing tabernacle. 

Should a wayf aring man be {o taken up with the delights and pro- 
fits of a forreigne Countrey, as to diſlike the Lawes and Government 
of his own, and fo todiſl.keit, as to take up armes againſt it : What 
doth he but make his travaile his exile, & may perhaps come ſhort of 
a pardon , when he defires to returne home againe. Heaven is the 
Councrey, from whence our immortall ſoules did all fer forth, Every 
finne is a warre againſt it, which if in diſdaine of our home wee doe 
maintaine , wee are not travailers, bat traytors and fugitives, and 
may be to ſeek of mercy, when our cravaile is ended. 

My Brethren, minde your Condition, that's the firſt. 

Secondly, Lec your content be ſuitable to your condition. 

When the Iſraelites travailed through the Adoabites Countrey, they 
would meddle with nothing , but neceſſarier in their way ; and whea 
they were journeying into the Land of Promiſe, they left their brick 
and clay io the Agyptians, and borrowed of them onely Jewels of g-ld 
and Jewel: of filver; fuch things as were portable in their way to the 
holy Land. 

You that have a birth above the world, yee ſonnes and davghters 
of the Higheſt, fowle not your fingers with this world. Let the Ay 
tian take their brick and clay unto themlelyes , and borrow you =— 
of this earthly Mammon fo much as may be porcable ir y..ur way to 
Heaven ; or;by an holy exchange into heavenly treaſaer, may beti an- 
ſported thither before you. 

Our forefathers chat lived fix and eight hundred yearer, werecon- 
tent with removing tents, and = whoſe lives ate bur of three dayes 
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Luke 2+ 7. 


2 Cor,5. 1: 


The (ontent of 4 Wayfaring-man: Or, 
wo theirs, uſt provide houſes fo great, and inheritancesſo large, as if 
wee did forget that our condition is movtall, orthatit is our duty, to 
ſuite our content Unto: our condition. Let workdlings beare with a chid- 
ing from the Poet ; O awrve in terras anime & caleſiinmninanes': (yer 
crooked foules, bowed down unto theearth, and empey of all tharis 
heavenly : why are yee ſo {eriows in trifier,and do fo trifle in that which 
is moſt ſerious, 

Fond Earthworme, give me leave to reaſon wick thee a little ; thou 
baſt provided for thy felfe a great and ftately manfion, with ponds, 
and orchards, and vineyards, and all things that may delighe and 
contene thy fleſh, but what haſt thou laid up for thy precious ſoule, 
ia thoſe oxcfopudis oy wporeerais, buildings made without bands, eternal 
in the beavens. Is will not be long, ere thy ſtately manſion will dif- 
daine to lodge thee. Thy delicate wife, thy tender children, and hy 
deareſt friends refuſe to keepe thee, yea be glad to bury thee out of 
their ſight : as Abram his beloved Sarab; and then think what will be- 
come of thy poore and naked foule. Are.chy comforts no ſarer then 
his which faid, ©«s itwras ſum neſcio * Whether I am going I know 
not. Haſt thou taken ſo much care for a life ſo tranſitory, fer which 
a cottage might have ſufficed, and left an eternall felicity upon a per 


. advanture? I tell thee , and be not angry with me, if I tell thee the 


truth ; the baſeſt vermin that crawleth upon theearth, is in a far bec- 
ter condition then thouart. 

O that mea heaping up earthly riches, according 80 the atmoſt 
meaſure of their will and power , would yet learne to meaſure their 
will and power, according to the frailty of cheir mortall condition ; 
and whileft thy gaze ſo much on the go/den bead of their Babylonian 
Jdoll, in which they glory, they could yet looke down upon the ſeet 
of clay wherewith they travell. 

When I heare my — tell. me of the danger of theeves 
and plunderers in my way ; | begin to thinke of ſecuring the money 1 
have aboat me, and if | were to ſet forth, would carry no more with 
mee then is needfull in my way. I need not Interpret, Bree ver mag + 
ne-viatico nan inſtruitur ſed eneratur ; Large proviſions for a ſhort jour» 
ney are not, an helpbut a bucthen unco it,.and if wee cannot unloade 
our ſelves, ix iz not from the impoſlivility-ofthe daty , buc from the 
perverſneſſe of our affe&ions, and wretched creatures that wea are, 
who fora temporary ſecurity, can dog that which-fop an etecnall feli- 
citie wee reje&-av impoſitble.to be don. , : 

ave 
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Jeremy's Cottage in the wildeyneſſe. 


I have now don with rhe firſt reaſon, why gracious defires in theſe 
earthly chings ſhould be moderate;Becauſe our ſpiritual! comrent (honkd 
be futed ro our mortal? condition. 

The {cond now that offers it felfe in the Text is this; Becauſe the 
peaceable reticedneſſe of a mean and low eftate is much more defirea- 
ble, then the trouble and danger of an high and great ; and for this 
I conceive, was Feremies defire to retire into a cottage in the wilderneſſe, 
that his ſoule might be free from the ftrifes and vexations that were 
in Jeruſalem. And for this probably Jobn Baptiſt might retire to exer- 
ciſe his Miniſtry in the Wildernefſe rather then in the Citie, becauſe he 
ſaw ſo much difquiet and ungodlineffe inir, as appeares by the ſharp 
reproofes of his Sermon to thoſe that came our of it. And Moſer 
doubtlefſe ſaw ſome rich content in a peaceable retiredneffe , that he 
was ſo unwilling to leave bis private enjoyment for a publick imploy- 
ment, his following his father in lawes ſheep in Afidian,to be the Lea= 
der of the people of I/ael, although the Lord anſwered all his foure 

doubts, and taok off all his excuſes in the third of Exodus. 

David likewiſe ſaw very much in this, who was ſo willing to have 
changed his Throne in Tſrael, for a porters office in the Lords houſe ; and 
reckoned one day there ſpent, to bz better unto him, then 4a thowſand 
in the tents of ungodlinefſe. For his experience had taught him , chat 
the tempter never gat ſo much advantage againſt him at bis fathers 
ſbeepfold, as in his paſlace at Jeruſskm. Great eſtates and high Imploy- 
ments, are but the bellows of pride and paſſion ; if there be not a great 
meaſure of wiſdome and grace to keep the heart down. 

Solomon likewiſe was not unacquainted with the comfort and con» 
tent of a peaceable retirednefſe , who had tyred himſelfe in ſearching 
out the vanity and vexation of high eſtates : Better ( ſaich he ) # a felt 
of green bearbs where peace #, then a ſtaed oxe and contention therewith. 

Surely, great eſtates carcy with them great diſquiets, and not lefſe in 
mannaging, then in getting, How mach better might a man enjoy him» 
felfe in a mean and low eltate ? And how much berter is ic for a man 
to enjoy bimſetfe, then to enjoy an eſtate ? 

He diſcovered a rich content in himfſelfe, that boare for his divife 
a Torteis in his (hell, with chis Motto : Mecurn babito, I davell with my 
felfe : and he alſo, that gave another word to ir 3 Vbicwng; fur, mewus 
fum, Whereſoever am, 1 am my ſelfe. 

Senecs that divine Philoſopher, that was very ftadious in fearching 
out beaticudes, diſcovered chis amongft others: Brarrs eff, qui id b- 
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The Content of 4 Way-faring may : or, 


eſſe putat : he is happie that can finde his happineſfſe wichin himſelfe, 
Ld Biat-like doth carry his treaſure and felicicy with him. Ic is a 
poore and contempible felicity , which one fic of an ague, ftone, or 
gout, can deprive us of : and this is the top-excellency of all earthly 
comforts. 

It was an enigma no lefle elegant then acute of Heraelytws,who com- 
pared earthly-minded-men ( coveting ſo much to be rich and great ) 
unto thoſe that digged in hlver-mines, who by all cheir hard toyle 
and care,got Parvum in magno , a little filver- oare in a great deale of 
dirty drofſe : how much better is ic to enjoy Magnum in parvo, a great 
and rich content in a mean and low eſtate, And as Cuimugraphers, 
who contra the whole world into a liccle Mappe , to enj:y all in a 
lictle ; which he enjoyes, who in a little enjoyes Gud and himlſelfe, 
whoſe eſtate doth not potſefſe him, but he his «ſtate : and whileſt he is 
in the world, lives in Chriſt above it. 

The wiſe and holy God doth not unequally diſpence his provi- 
dences; Some have bigb places,and little comſort,great eſtates, and ſmall 
content in them : others enjoy a rich and great content in a meane eſtate. 
Some with thoſe {ſraelites fare daintily, and whileſt the f-ſb x in their 
teeth, there ix leanneſſe in their ſowles : Others with Dame!l, doe eat their 
pulſe with quiet conſeiences, and doe enjoy a richer content in God,and 
his Chrift, chen che whole creature can afford the worldling with» 
out them. 

It was an hot diſpute amongſt anciemr Philoſophers,whether a pri- 
vate enjoyment,or publique imployment were more defireable ? How- 
ſoever Sexeca's writings approved the publique,yet his defires lead bim 
unto the private : when being tyred with the temptations of Neros 
Court, endeavoured it he might co have enjoyed himſelfe in a ſolicary 
retiredneſfſe ; And though he placed not happinefle in Contemplation, 
as other Philoſophers did, yet in Tranquility : which he rarely en- 
joys who aſpires greatneſs,as he well ſhewed that laid down a Crown 
for the burthen of it. 

Our Ecclefiaftical! Hiſtory reports of Alberts Magnw, that he was 
fo affeQted with a pezceable retiredneffe, as that he lett his Biſboprick 
of Rati«bone, co give himlelfe to his private ſtudies. 

I doe not undertake to determine the queſtion, becauſe to a wiſe 
man, ſaith the Philoſopher both eſtates may be comfortable, much 
more comfortable to him that is graciow, without all diſpute, good 
the more publique ic is, the more good ic is : and v.r:145 in nob1li | nos 
places 
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placet,quia plus claret , Vertue and grace the more eminent it is, the 
more beautifull ic is, and beneficiall not onely in its imployment, bur 
by ics example : Bur, where grace and wiſdome is wanting to keep 
down luft and pride, which are the uſuall pedifſequas of high im- 
ployments and great eſtates , there that lazie and unthrifty adage is 
made good : Bene wsxit qui bene latmit: It had been ſome kinde of good 
to ſuch a man, that he had enjoyed lefſe opportunicies of doing good, 
wherein he did evill. 1 preſume that many in theſe times doe wiſh 
with Jeremy , or the time may ſhortly come, ( how ſoone they know 
not ) that they might with, they had lived ia (ome obſcure cottage in 
the Wilderneffe, rather then to have been acquainted with thoſe great 
temptations, in which their high places and imployments have en- 


< ſnared them. 


[c is reported of the H:dgc-hogge, which in cur vulgar reproach 
is the charaQer of a covetous man, that he goes to a pile of apples 
and gathers up as many as he can upon his prickles, and when he 
comes to his hole, he goes in with his prickles, but leaves his apples 
behinde him. How many are there that have wallowed themſelves 
in the apples of their ſweet contentments,which they have purſued with 


many prickg and gripes of conſcience, who when they ſhall deſcend, as 


ſhortly they muſt, to their holes of d arknetſe; they muſt then leave all 
the ſweet apples of their falſe delights behinde them, and can carry 
nothing wich them, but the ſtings and firipes of a wounded conſci- 
ence. Will you heare what they ſay that have gon before them, 
what hath pride profited ufor what hath the pomp of ciches brought 
us? All choſe things are paſſed away like a ſhadow, and as a poſte 
that paſſeth by———buc wee are conſumed in our wickedneſſe. 

Is there now, that ſayes if I were not Alexander , I could wiſh my 
ſelfe Diogenes, if I'were not called toa publique place, 1 could defice a 
private retirednefle; ſurely, I could defice it Ikewiſe in thy behalfe, if 
the Lord hath not given thee grace, to make thy place ſerviceable to 
him apd to his Saints, 

I have now done with the Do&rinall part of this portion of the 
Text, to wit, Feremies Content , and I give you a very ſhort ap- 
plication of it. . 

And firft, whicher fhall I look? Shall I look off from my felfe, or 
from any of you tocarry home the reproof of this doQrine ? Surely 
my brethren, there is ſcarce a mothers ſonne in this Congregation, 
thas lies not under the juſt rebyke of this truth; I mean for = im- 
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moderate deſires of theſe earthly things. 

Eſars bands we lee every where hunting after the prey, & quoquo- 
modo rem, all is good fiſh with the moſt, that comes to the net : but 
where doe we heare Jacobs voyce? The Lord hath had mercy on ww, end 1 
bave enough. Oc that of Paul, a Chriſtian ; I bave learned in whaiſe- 
ever eſtate I am,tberewith to be content. 

Paxl a Phariſee had never learned this leflon, before he came to 
Chriſt, whoſe ambition hurried him to ſerve the lufts of the Coun- 
cell at Jeruſalem, in making havock ofthe Saints at Damaſcus. Bur 
when the heavenly viſion had once truck downe his high thoughts, 
which lay with his body on the ground before the Lord Jeſus ; then, 
and not till then, had helearned all to be lofſe unto him, and Chrift 
onely his gain. 

Chriſtians, we ſpeak much of contentment, and it is uſuall to ſay, 
I thank God 1 am content wi;h what T have; but certainly , if thou art 
not brought over from the world unto Chriſt, and doeſt not en- 
joy thy ſelfe in him , thou didſt never yet know what contentment 
meaneth. 

The Prophet Habakkxk ſeeth the worldling loading himſelfe with 
thick clay, and calls unto him, Fe to him that coveteth an evill cove- 
zorſneſſe. There is'a covetouſneſſe which is good, to covet (as the Spi- 
rit direQs us) the beſt gifts, and be you herein as covetous as your 
hearts can hold, and ſpare not. Burt there are other gifts which the 
Heathens call gifts of Fortune, becauſe of their inconftancy : and of 
theſe is the evill covetouſnefſe, to covet tomake the Houſe great , and 
not the beart good. The ſame Prophet callsto ſuch and tells them in 
plain language, that they conſult ſhame to their own bouſe. But how is 
that, you will ſay? Withouc all queſtion , the covetous man takes 
counſell within himſelfe, with Edom, to build his Neft on high : hee 
conſults nothing but glory to his Houſe ; but conſulting not with 
God and his Word in his wayes,the wiſe and holy Providence turns 
his counſels into fooliſhneſſe,and the glory of his Houſe into ſhame. 

Lit:Te do many think how ſoon and how fad the Accounts may be 
to them and to their families , who have raifed their houſes by che 
undoing of their brethren. Sume that have willingly emprie:! chem- 
{clves ro make them full , and others that have been drained by them 
to make their morſcls fat, and their cups to over- flow. Hebath ſrwal- 
lowed dozen riches, ( faith: Zphar in Job) andbe ſhall vomit them np a- 
gain; but when Judss would have vomited up his prize of blood, it 
choaked him with an halter. . | "=_ 
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This is a!l 1 hel! Gay moreto this point , He onely is a poore man 
that is ever io wa: *, and he is ever in wants that covets to be rich : 
and, which is farre worſe, a worſe tyrant there cannot bee then a 
mans own lufts, nor a worſe flave then he that ſerves it. And what 
doch he thac covets to be rich having a ſufficiency, but covet to ſerve 
his unſatisfied luſt ; at leaſt as he that weares a thin (ilk cloake up- 
on a thick fur'd gown , doth ſhew the wantonneſie of his ſpirir, not 
any uſetull imployment he makes of ic : even ſo when ſuperfluicy and 
not neceſſicy doth excrutiate the ſoule with worldly cares , ic argues 
the mind full of vanity,and the heart full of pride. 

But ſecondly, I would rather exhort you, and O chat I had argu- 
ment ſtrong enough to perſwade the worldlings reaſon, that there 
is reaſon enough, hee ſhould be perſwaded to moderation : If from 
nothing elſe, yer trom the things themſelves which he ſo much co- 
vets. , 

For firſt, Riches and great eftates, at their beſt cannot make the 
poſſefſors thereof better : nay, hemuſt be exceeding good, that is nor 
made much the worſe by them; for hee that travelleth in his abun- 
dance, walketb wpon ſnares , and had need of much grace to keep his 
ſoule, that he be not entangled and undone by them. 

Secondly, look upon thy proſperity and glory at the higheſt, it is 
but as thy (hadow in che Sunne, the leaft cloud oyer-caſts it at high 
noon ; and that which in the morning is before thee, in the evening 
is behind thee: and all is but mane & veſper, of adayes continuance, fo 
ſoon paſſeth ic away,and we are gon. 

O that theſe reaſons now,would make your reaſon to yeeld to Fe- 
remies Content : a Content (yitable to your moreall Condition, O that I 
bad the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wilderneſſe. 

That was the firſt Generall of our Text , which I have now com- 

» Jeremies Content: I had a defire to have given you his Ac- 
count why he deſired his Corzage in tbe wilderneſſe, That I might leave 
my people,and g1 from them, Bar I know the limits of your time in theſe 
morning Exerciſes, and I ſhall nos exceed. 


Reader, here were ſome counſels added upon the ſecond 'poins which 
follow in the end of the ſecond Sermon, If 
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Caveat magiſiratus ne ſlipendia a piis mejoribus inſtituta diming- | 


omuinm ," & famem miniſirorum ſequi ſolet fames verbi in in» 
grata illa regione. 
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at, vel diminui & interverti patiatur , Deus enim vindex borum | 


Obey them that bave the ever-fight over you, and ſubmit your ſelver, for 
they watch for your ſonles, ar they that muſt give account, that they 
may do it with joy,and not with griefe,for tbat is unprofitable for you. 
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eAbundance of Grace, and aſſurance of Glory, 


Noble Sir, 


HIS eAccount of a Minifiers Ryme- 
E wall, being preſſed into publicke, doth 
band anto me this publick acknowledge- 
ment of nhat I owe unto your Famtly, for 
n y firſt invuttos rnto a Paſtoral charges 
TIA wherein, although it pleaſed God to make 
my Cup exceeding bitter by two that bore- 
+ the marks of Gas manifeſt diſpleaſure , theoze killed by the 
Sword of his ( omrade in an Alebouſe , the other ſtigmati- 
zed as Cain, « fugitive from Gods Houſe,and from all Cruill 
Societies, for erght or nine yeares together : yet it pleaſed God 
to make my comforts ſuperabundantly ſweet tn ſome "gg 
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The Bpiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſeed there,the growth whereof 1 ſaw, eſpecially tn that Orat- 
nance of Catechiſing, wherein your Family bleſſed the Con- 
gregation with a fruitfull example. 

It is our bappineſſe if we may b2 ſerviceable to God, and ty 
his Church in our pears. and then 45 greatneſſe both ho. 
nourable and comfortable, when it it aRed by grace. 

Thegood God of beaven encourage your power and payts to 
ſhine as alight upon an Hill, toallthat are in the valley be. 
neatb you, and make you happy in the ſaving comforts of your 
Family, which is the earneſt prayer of 


Your Worthips and your Families 
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JEREM. 9.2. 
O that Thad the Cottage of a wayfaring mm in the wilderneſſe, that I 
might leave my people,and goe from them. 


F have lately in another Exerciſe, and place, 
lodged Jeremy in his ( ottage,and in himand it, 
have obſerved , how moderate gracious defires 
are,how ſuitable a mean Content is unto a mor» 
tall Condition 7” and how much better a low 
and peaceable eſtate, then an high and trou- 

WA bleſoine?We are now to look back unto Ferns 

wie > ſales, and io le how it Rands between Feremy 
and his people,that he is ſo preſt ro leave them,to examine the Accowns 
or reaſon of his former defire. From whence (not toloſetime in ope- 
ning particulars) ſomeof you may remember, that I preſented to you 
this generall Obſervation : 


h That good Miniſters may , npon warrant able grounds , deſire to remove 
| from an unkind people. 
In purſuance of this DoQrine, we ſhall make our ewo Queſtions, 
which.if we doe not bring into queſtian, the people will for us. Ho 
Is ZIOW 
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E , How a good Miniſter can have a bad people, and the faule not 
is 

: d «How a good Miniſter can leave his people , be they never {o 

ad ? 

For the firſt, how a good Miniſter can have a bad people, and the 
f.ulc not his, whoſe work it is to meke bad people good. Surely, ſay 
ſome, the fagle muſt ne:ds be the Minifters chat his people are fo bad ; 
for da Ambroſios & habebis Theodoſtos : Let the Miniſter be good, and 
the people will be eahily wrought unto good by him : But either his 
life is amille, or his labours coo remifl: ; either he is coo looſe, or too 
preciſe in his converſation ; or too protound,mr too plain in his do« 
Arine; either he wants bountitulneſſe, or peaceablevefſe, humilicy 
or - on : Or perhaps the people may want themſelves in all 
theſe. 

Ideny not but the fault may be ſomtimes the Miniſters,% good Mini- 
ſters may have their faul(s, and his diſcomfort fare it is, that his peo- 
ple are no berter,and his diſcomfortis the peoples difprofit : Obey them 
that bave the overſight of you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for 
Jour ſonls,44 they that mait give account , that they may doe it with joy, and 
not with grief, for that is unprofitable unto you ; unprofitable uato you 
( faith the Apoſtle) that you (hould make their lives grievous , who 
ſpend their lives to make yours good. 

But ſay my beloved, ſhew methe fault if you can, in Feremies lifeg or 
labour, and yet his people ſo bad, as that he was not onely weary of 
them, bur of his life too., becauſe hee could make theirs no better. 
Perhaps you will ſay he was paſſionate ; It is true, he was, but ic was 
in compaſſion of the peoples good,and in zeale to Gods glory. You 
will Gay he was ſtout and ſtiffe,and it was needfull hefhoald be fo : for 
the Lords charge unto him was, Let tbem return unto thee, but return 
not thow wnto them. 

The Miniftery of the Word muſt not comply with the froward 
humours and wayes of men., but their untoward wayes and humours 
muſt yeeld unto the Minifſtery of the Word, Yea, but his Miniſtery 
was of heavie things : yea,and he would not abate one ſyllable of his 
meſſage, chaugh he ſaw-che Kings wrath, the Nobles frowns, and the 
ſinking Dungeon before him. 

But what ſay you then to Iſaiab ? He was a man for theſe crimes, 
he was ſtited sbe p23) a: Propbet, and as David ſpake of Abimaaz, 
He is 6 good man, and britgeth goed nidings. His propheſies were vo 
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the moſt part) Goſpel ; he did myſteriouſly and ſweetly hold forth 
Jeſus Chriit , and yet if you will beleeve him, he had as little com» 
torc amongſt his people, as other Mininiſters might have amongſt 
theirs. I have laboured in vaine ( ſaith he ) and ſpent my ſtrength for 
nothing, Uai- 49-4. 
But what ſpeak I of the ſervant? the Lord it is, of whom this 
prophelie ſpeaker, as appeares by that which follower, verſe 6. I will ag; 13.47. 
alſo give thee for a light of the Gentiles, and for ſalvation wnto the ends of the 
earth, Which words the Apoſtle Paul in his Sermon at Antivch,bring- 1 Tim.3, 16. 
eth home uato that admirable piece of chat great myſtery of Godlineſſe, 1 Pet. 2. 22. 
Chrift preached unto the Gentiles. And now for Chriſt, the Sunne faw Matth.22: 15; 
never any mans life more inoffenſive then his. His Do&rine was with EK 292% 
authoricy , he was a Teacher ſent from God, and caught the word 
of God truly, his greateſt oppolices being his witneſſes: and yer ic is 
the ſucceſl:\neſſe of his owne Miniſtery unto the circumciſion , of 
which himſelf by the Prophet complaineth, I have laboured in vain, 1 
ſpent my ſtrength for nothing, Of him alſo the D:vine Evangeliſt te- 
ſtifieth, chac He cam? rnto bis own, and bus own received bim not, It is John 1, 11. 
more then manifeſt, he gave thac ble(ling to the Miniſtery of the A» 
poſtles, which he with-held from his owne : There were more con- 
verted at one Sermon of Peter, then wee can read of by Chriſt in all 
his life time : ſuch was our Lords condeſcention to honour his Ocdi- 
nances in his ſervants more then in himſelfe. 
Now by two or three witneffes truths may be eſtabliſhed , but if for 
farther confirmation you defire reaſons,why a good Miniſter may be 
ill matcht with a bad people, and the faulc not his, may yo pleaſe wo 
confider theſe: 
I. Mininifters may ſay as Faceb, Are we in Gods ſtead, who, hath Reaſon 1. 
with-held from us the fruicof our Miniftery, whoſe prerogative a- 
lone ix is to make the ſterill heart fruicfull,and cob:get the new crea- Gen- 39. 2. 
cureiathe barren conſcience : the labour is our wurk? , the bleſſing *<%* 3+ 7: 
is Nis. 
2. Our ſpiritua!l Seed is not alwayes viſible,ſome may lie under the 2. 
clods. A remnant may return, though the geaeralicy be ftark naught. Ifiah 10. 22. 
3. What if the Lord be pleaſed to ſend his Ezzkiels to a reb:llious Zo 
Houſe, that will not heare them. Gods glory is never the lefſe, Ezek-2.3. 
though ours be under foot. His Word doth the work for which hee — i, 
ſends it; and if the people know no more, yet this :chey (hall know, TY 
that the Lord bath ſenc a Prophet n—_ them. He was not wan- 
tivg 
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ting to their good in outward means, if by not improving them, they 
had not keen wantingunio their owne, 

Give me leave now to make ſome ſhort application of this point, 
and I have two words to fay, to P:ople, to Miniſter. 

I. Tothe People ; and Yer me hefeech ycu good people, do notlay 
thoſe bucthens on your Miniſters ſhuulders, which belo::g unto your 
own. Ir is one of the damnable ſtratagems of Hell co keep the peo- 
ple from profitablenefſſe under the Miniſtery of the Word , by mit- 
gs. ant0 them the cauſes of their unprefitablenefle ; and 
it is one of the mighty methods of Satan, to perſwade them to 
—_ the caules any wheregthen where they ought, upon their own 

earſt8. 

Yet o12e word more, (good-penple ) beare, and Ipray beare 
with your Miniſters complainings under your unprofitableneffe : for 
ſarcly their diſcomforts are exceeding great, not as ycu give out, for 
their wint of outward comforts: | For without all queſtion , God 
will never leave a godly Miuifter unprovided for. If he ftraghten him 
in one place, he will make room for him in another, ] But beczuſe 
Gods glory and your foul-s are dearer unto them then their lives. 
Miſes for the glory of Gods name, was contented to have his owne 
blutted out of the book of life ; ar:d Paul for the ſalvation of many, 
was preſt in zzale ro have parted with his own. 

Nay, bzloved, I will ſpeak a buld word and a true, your foules 
are much dearer unto your Miniſters, then they are unto your ſelves. 
For did you beſtow buc halfe thoſe paines and cares about your own 
ſouler, which chey bcſtow upon yourr, how good, how much better 
would they be ! 

How pcodigall are many of the ſonnes of Adam, to barter a- 
way the pretious purchaſe of Chrifts blood for an Apple , theic 
Birth-right for a meſſe of pottage , their ſoules upon every flight 
tempcation, when it coſts their Miniſter many a night watches , 
many a Pain{uil ſwets,many a carefull thoughts, and heavy Ephialte, 
to recov.r the ſpoile ouc of the ſtrong mans hands again. 

Tomy fellow-labourers in the Goſpel, ſuch as doe ſee their ſeed 
and travell of theic ſoul!e , whoſe lot is fallen unto them in a faire 
ground, and they have a good Congregation : Felices nimium bona 
ft ſua norint, | would hav? them to blefſ: God much for this rich mer- 
cy, who have caſt cheir lot amongſt a people reverently affeRed unto 
theic Miniſtery. And I would pecſwadethem with all ads of 
piric 
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ſpirit and condeicenfion to blow up every ſparke of good, which they 
{ce amongſt their people, 

A word more have to my fellow-ſufferers, who are diſcomforta- 
bly matcht with an uakinde and untraQtable people , though their 
comfort be leffs then others, yet their reward may not : for our re- 
ward is not according to our ſuccefſe, but according to our labours. 
T bave laboured in vaine, I bave ſpent my ſtrength for nothing ; faich 
Chriſt, ſaith Eſ2y : But my Judgement is with the Lyrd,and my work with 
the moſt High. Though Ijra:l be not gathered ; y:t ſhall T be glorified, 

The clouds doe kindly (ecye divine providence in dropping down 
their fatnefſe, rhough the earth be not frauittu!!, and the Sanne in gi- 
ving out his influences, though the clay be hardned; ſhould wee caft 
our pearles before ſwine > Which doe not onely retuſe our pearles, 
but rend our perſons. Our pearles ar? not the lefſe precious, nor our 
kindnefſe the lefſe acceptable unto Jeſus Chriſt ; for whoſe fake wee 
both labour and fuffer. 

I remember a paſſage between Chriſt and Peter, Chriſt coming in- 
to Peters ſhip to preach , after he had don his Sermon, bad Peter to 
caſt out his net into the Sea, for a draught of fiſh, why Sir, faith Pe- 
fer, I have fiſhr all nighc, and have caught nothing ; nevertheleſſe , at 
thy command, I will let down the net. And the holy Story faith, 
He encloſed a great multitude of fiſhes. You know what Chrift intended 
in this, to ſhew Peter what he ſhould expe& when he ſhould ſbortly 
be made a fiſher of men. He might fiſh all night, and all day too, and 
catch nothing,if Chriſt be not with him : nevertheleſſe, having a word 
of command from Chrift, he muſt doe his worke, and waite upon 
Chriſt for the word of his bleſſing. 

I have now difpatcht the firſt Queſti9n : How a good Miniſter may 
have a bad people, and the fault not his. The ſecond comes on, How 
a good Minifter may lawfully leave his people, be they never (9 bad : 
And here, I ſhall make out the Solution in foure particulars. 

I, I (hall ſhew what the intereſt and propriety is bztween the Mini- 
ſter and his people. 

2. How farre that propriety. and intereſt doth biade the Miniſter 
to ſtay with his people ? 

: 3+ In what caſe he may remoove : and what Feremies caſe was 
ere. 

4+ What may be the warrantable ends and grounds of removal! 
in tuch a caſe, | 
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Theſe ſad and troubleſome times have cccalioned many remooves- 


of Miniſters, and their remooves many diſputes among the people. 
A word to theſe will not be u- ſ:afonable in theſe times. 

And firſt what the Intereſt and propriety is between Minifter and 
people. O that T bad the cottage of a wayfaring man in the — 
that 1 might leave my people. Ady people, ſaith Jeremy. But how ſo. The 
Prophets were not aſlizned unto peculiar charges, as the Prieſts were 
at Jeruſalem, and the Levices unto their particular Ciries ; and yet Fe- 
remy's delegation wee (ball fiade to be chiefly to the head: Citie, as ap- 
peares by Chapter the firſt of this Prophecy, and ver. 18. Where his 
Commiſſion is dire&ed unto the Kings of Judah, and to the Princes 
and Prieſts that were in Jer»ſlem. In order whereunto wee ſhall reade 
Chapter 5 ver. 1.and 5. He went up and down the ftreets of Feruſa+ 
lem, to fiade out one righteous and pious man. Upon this ground it is 
not improbable that he calls thoſe of Jeruſalem my people, to diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe in the Wildernefſe of Jude, of Zipb, or of Man: 
into ſome one of which he might defire to remoove : O that T had the 
cottage of a wayfaring man iu the Wildern:fſe, that I might leave my peo- 
ple. But whether wee confine Jeremy's Dioces unto Jeruſalem, or en- 
[arge it over all J4dea,a propriety ot relation he had,and every Mini- 
ſter hath In that people to whom the Lord doth ſend him. 

Miniſters and people bave mutual intereſts one in the other, 

St Pawl claimes as genuine and naturall right in his Corinthians and 
Galatians, as their father that did beget them,or their mother that did 
travaile in birth for. them. Notwichſtandiog it was not Pas! that did 
beget the Corinthians, but the Lord by him. Nor was it he that did 
bring forth the new creature in the Galatians, but the Spirit by him. 
Such is our good Lords condeſcenſion unto his worthlefſe Miniſters, 
as that he duth oft times in Scripture transferre over, as it were his 
right unto his Miniſters, by aſcribing that unto their power, which 
belongs unto his cwn, and allowing them to aſſume that right in his 
people, which none can truly challenge but himſelfe ; as he faith to 
Moſer, Thy people which thou haſt brought out of Azypt ; when the 
people were neither of Moſes conſtitution, nor of his brioging out of 
Azypt, but the Lords. 

A word of uſe to this. Surely the intereſt is very great between 
Miniſter and people, and the bond very ftrickt, both to enforce the 
Miniſters care, and the peoples love, nor can indeed the Miniſter be 
careleſſe, or the people unloving, if this propriety of relation be laid 
home. / The 
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The more I wonder at their unnaturall unkindnefſe, who doe not 
onely forſake, buc diſdaine, yea and reproach thoſe Miniſters, by 
whom if ever they were begotten in the Lord, they muſt confeſſe they 
were begotten through them. 

But now the ſecond Qyeſtion is, How farre this propriety and in- 
tereſt between Miniſter and people, binds the Miniſter to ſtay with 
them ? 

I conceive, they urge it by much too farre, that would have it as 
fixt and abſolute, as between man and wife, To have and to hold, for 
richer, for poorer, for better, for worſe, till death us depart. 

Be the Miniſters condition or peoples carriage what it will, the 
Miniſter in their opinion can no more lawfully leave his people, then 
a man his wife. Would theſe likewiſe allow the wife, to have no right 
in what is hers, but what is her husbands ? I trow they would not. 
I heare the Apoſtle ſay unto his Corinthians, I have eſpouſed you un- 
to one burband, which is Chriſt, but he doth not ſay, 1 have eſpouſed 
you unto one husband, which is my ſelfe. 

But grant the relation to be ſo fixed, as between man and wife, 
yet there are ſome caſes in which man and wife may ſeparate : And 
that is now our Third labour to finde out that caſe. 

Good people that are unwilling to leave their Paftour wee cannot 
blame co queſtion, whether their Paſtour might lawfully leave them. 
Es UVtinam, | would to God—— But this is not the caſe between Fe- 
remy and his peop'e- 

Leo haih a decree againſt choſe,who doe remove from ſmall livings 
unto great : Sz quis mediocritate ſedis ſue diſpetta adminiſtrationem lic 
celebrioris ambiret,non ſ''% 1 a Cathedra pell tu aliena ſed car. bit & pro- 
pria.I need not interpret to thoſe by whom I defire to be unde: ſtood. 
Dui ad curas pervenerint tanquam ſine cura vituri, honari ttm dati, 
ſanitati mibil, Who as thole E clefiafticks in Barnards time purſue 
their own preferment, not the peoples wellſare. 

The Councell of Chalcedin hath another Canon, not much unlike 
the former , againſt removirg from a Coun:rey to a Citie-charge 
The caution in both-is : S: qais ambiret, if authority draws the Mini- 
ler ; But Sf majorum autborit ate indutius : If authority calls the Mini- 
ſter, and ( | will adde too) the love of the Congregation, the caſe is 
otherwiſe : But neither of theſe caſes doth hitt ours ; for Jeremy was 
contented to have changed his province in Jeruſalem, fur a cottage in 
the Wilderneſſe, 
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That clauſe then in the <ighteenth Canon of the Councell of 41- 
tioch better fits us : Si 97 vitio ſuv, ſed plebis contradifione paſtor abje« 
rit , If the removall of a Miniſter, be not occafioned by any miſ- 
carriage iu the Miniſter, bar provoked by the ill carriage of the peo- 
ple : Arid ſoit was here : © that Thad the cottage of a wayfaring- 
man in the Wilderneſſe, 1hat I might leave my people, and goe from them, 
Doe you aske why ? Jeremy will tell you in the words below my text, 
that his people were {o bad, he could not tell how with any comfore 
to live longer with them. And how bad they were, I had rather you 
ſhould there reade, then I report unto you. 

And now Icome to the fourth and maine point of the Dorine, 
to ſet forth unto you,what thoſe warrantable ends and grounds are, 
upon which a Miniſter may leave_his people : And here are two 
things which wee ſhall open unto you. 

1. The lawfull ends which muſt be in a Miniſter. 

2. The finfull proyocations that may be in a people. 

1. Wee will enquire what were Jeremy's ends, for which he deſired 
his remoovall into the Wildernefſe ; And his ends I conceive, m.y be 
three. 

1. The ſucceſſe of his Miniſtry. 

2, The ſafety of his perſon- 

3. Thetranquillitie of his conſcience. 

In reference to which, I ſhall reminde you of that threefold accep- 
tion of this word W:lderneſſe in Scripture, which I mentioned in the 
opening of the Text. Suitable to Jeremy's threefold end of remo- 
vall, 

1. Ic is taken metaphorically for a rude and untaught people, 
and Jeremy might hope for better fuccelſe of his Miniſtry in ſuch a 
Wilderneſſe then in Jeruſalem. 

2. It is taken literally, for a place not at all inhabited, and per- 
haps Jeremy might expe& more ſafety of his perſon amongſt wilde 
beaſts, then amongſt wicked men. 

3. Itis taken more ſtricktly for a place inhabited, but not fully 
peopled , and eremy's ſoule vexed with the finnes of Jeruſalem , he 
might deſire the peace and comfort of it, in fome ſafe and ſolitary 
retirednefi: : O that T bad the cottage of a wayſaring- mn in the Wilder- 
neſſe, that I might leave my people, ard goe from them. 

I ſhall now overlooke theſe againe; and hand you out fome few 


obſervations from them, and then apply unto the generall —_— 
e 


| 


> 


Jeremy departing from Jeruſatem. 


The firſt lawfull end in a Miniſters remcv-ll, is the hopefull fuc- 
celſe of his Miniſtry, and for this Feremy mighe delice a cottage in 
the Wi'deinetle of Judea, of Ziph, or of Man, «xpeRting better ſuc- 
cl: of his Minilty, in ſuch a barren place, then in Zerwſulem, which 
was fru'tſull in wickcdneife. 

Santa raſticitas eeleſti regno aptior, "quam dota malitia, The poore 


and ſimple nſually give that entertainment unto the Miniſtry of the Word, 


which tbe great and worldly wiſe do not negleG only,but deſpiſe:for world- 
ly g:eacretle thinks ic ſelfe roo great,& flelhly wifdome too wiſe to be 
ordeted by that which they call, the foolifhne ſe of preaching, Therefore 
bath the Lord choſen the weak and fooliſh things of the world, 10 aanfound 
the wiſe and mighty. And Wiſdome will tell you, that her preparations 
are for the ſimple, and fhee hath reaſon far it : Becauſe there is more bope 
of a foole, then of bim that is wiſe in by own conceit, 

When Jobz Baptiſt ſent his Diſciples to know of Chriſt, Ihetber he 
were the Me ffi 1b,or whether they ſbowld look for another ; Chriſt cold them 
of the Wonders which were done by h'm : T be deafe beare, the blind 
receive their ſight, the dead are raiſed 1 life, and amongſt other wonders 
of his Kingdome, he b:ings in this with (it not abave) the reft ; The 
poore receive the Grſpcl; Our Jaiter Engliſh reads it, To the poore 5s the 
G«ſpcl preached. But that is no wonder ; for to poore and rich the Go- 
ſpel is preached. But this is the wonder to the ſcornfull world, and 
indeed a ggeat ſecret it is of Chriits Kingdome, that the poore receive 
the Goſpel better then the rich. 

It was no Parad«<x to him that ſaid ; The Devill hath more a doe 
to winne the fimple , then the (ubtile, and the Miniſter leſle : Becau'e 
the worldly wiſe are fooner enraged by the Miniſtry of the Word, 
thea wonre by ic: For that the Miniſtry of the Word croffcs with the 
conteruments of the world, and the wildume of :he Spirit bids open 
warre againſt the wiſdome of the fleſh ; Whereas in the poore and ig- 
norant tempcations again the Word being leflz, the entertainment 
of ir is eJ.lier, 

To zpp'y a lite. I wou'd by the poore and ignorant, provoke the 
rich and worldly-wile to an holy envie. I do not fay,but ſome mouc.- 
taines may be brought low, and ſcme hlls plowed as well as the val- 
ler. Oar net as Peters may ſometime catch great filhes as well as 
ſma'l, and when great fiſhes come to our net, and break not through, 
the labour is not better anſwered, then the labourer comforted, But 
where wee labour all nigh and catch nothing, ſurely neither confore 
nor Chriſt is there. The 
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The labour of our Miniſtry is greater to lay the foundation, then to 
make ſuperſtruQures ; But if the labour prove efteRuall, the comfort 
is exceeding : for this wee need not travaile the Deterts of America. 
There are too many Wilderneſs within the borders of our Iſrael. 
Congregations which with Zebulon and Nepbali yet fit in darkneſſe, 
and in the ſhadow ofdeath. Should my Brethren enforce themſclyes 
with Pau!, to preach the Goſpel where Chriſt is not named 7 they 
might poſſibly with Pax! finde better entertainment amongſt the Bar- 
barians at Malta, then proſelytes at Jeruſalem, | meane amonglt thoſe 
thac are humbly jgnorant, ſooner then thoſe that are conceitedly 
knowing. And this is now the firſt end of Jeremy's deſire of removall, 
the hopeful ſucceſſe of his Miniſtry in the Wildernefſe; O that Thad 
the cottage of a W ayfaring- man in the Wilderneſſe, that 1 might leave my 
people, and goe from them. 

The ſecond end of Jeremy's defired removalf, was the fafety of his 
perſon: and here wee take 4/derneſſe for a Deſert of wilde beaſts,and 
as Jeremy might hope for more comfort of 'his Miniſtry amongſt a 
1ude and untaught people ; ſo more ſafety of his perſon, among wilde 
and ſavage beaſte. You will take ir as a very hard laying, but ir is 
more hard and heavy that it ſhould be true, yet too tiue it is, that 

T be ſervants of God bave found move ſecurity amongſt wilde beaſts, then 
amongit wicked men. 

That decree in Paradiſe of enmity between che Womans and the 
Serpents ſeede,is both literally and myſtically true. The naturall ſeede 
is not ſo envious to man, but the ſupernaturall is much more envious 
to the Chriſtian man. The Woman in the twelfth of the Revelation 
fled for her ſecurity into the Wilderneſſe, and her blefſed man: childe 
the Lord Chriſt was ſafe in the Wildernefſe , who ſuffered in Jeru- 
ſalem. Daniel found more mercy from the Lyons, then from the Ba- 
bylonians., And the Ravens which of all birds are moſt envious to 
man, were more pittifull to the Prophet rhen man was. Euſebius re- 
porte of certain Chriſtians of Tyre in Phenicia, whoſe bodies were cx- 
poſed unto wilde beaſte, and whileſt the beaſts by an inſtinR of reye- 
rence abſtained from them, they did not yet eſcape the ciuelties of 
men, more rabid then the beaſts. 

My Brethren, Let us all take this home, and wonder what wee are 
by nature. The kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt in the 1 1, of I/s. is fer forth 
by wilde beaſts changed from the rabidnefſe of their natures, aid the 
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and exerciſe their native fierceneſle : the kingdomes of men will prove 
little beter chen the Kingdomes of beaſts, where the kingdome of 
Chriſt is oppoſed, Homo bomini lupts ; there is no beaft more ſavage 
by nature then man is,uilefſe che K'ngdome of Chriſt doth either re- 
generate or reſtrain him. 

The.e is much in that,& I defire it may be noted, the holy Scrip- 
tures do ofcen tutor the reaſonable man by unreaſonable beaſtr;becauſe 
man being in honor little Iower then the Angels, by bis fall became 
worſe than beaſts : Beaſls yeclding that obedience to God, and ſervice 
to man,which men deny bo;h coGod and man. Bzfil of Seleucia not 
improperly oblerves,that the beaſts befure the lavud were more tra- 
Qable to the command of Gud, and to the miniftery of No2b, then 
the m:n of the old world were: forthey entred into the Ark and were 
ſaved, the other refuſed, and periſhed. 

Let us think how dreadfull the day will be , when not onely the 
men of Nineveh, a Wilderneſſe of urtaughe people, but the Lions of Ba- 
bylon, a Wilderneſſe of ſavage Beaſts, ſhall riſe up in judgement againſt 
the men of this generation, and condemne them ; whodoe moſt cru- 
«ly bice and devour one the other, whileſt the beaſts of the field are at 
peace with us. 

This is now the ſecond end of Jeremy's defire of remoyall, the ſafe- 
ty of his perſon, which he would rather venture in the. wildernefle, 
then in Jeruſalem. O that I had the Cottage of a Wayfaring-man in the 
Wilderneſſe, that I might leave my people, and goe from them. 

The'third end of Jeremy delired removall, was the tranquillity 
of his conſcience , being grieved with the abomainacions that were in 
Fernſalem, he deſired to retire into the wiidernefſe. Him much better 
1s an harmlefſe and homely retiredneſſe, then the m:rry-maineſſe of ungodly 
Societies ? An Hermites life then a Rufftians ? T'o be alwayes without 
company, then nor to keep good? To dwell in the wi!derneff?, then 
in the tents of wickednefſe ? You know whoſe complaiot it is , Wee 
is me that I amconſtraincd to dwell in M:ſhek, and to inhabit the tents 
of Kedar, my ſoule hath to» long dwelt with them that are enemies to peace, 
And yet I heare hin ſay elſewhere, The lines are falen unto me in plea- 
ſant places, and I have a goodly berit age. Bonaterra, mala gens. In re- 
gard of the place, {oir may be; but in regard of the people, woe #s 


me. 
That holy reſo/ucion of good old Facob in Gen. 49. and the fixth, is 
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ſecret let not my ſoule come, my glory be not thou joyned with thelr Aſſembly, 
Oc that prayer of D2vid, Pialm 1 4.1. verf. 4. Lord let not my ſoute eat of 
their delicares. L11s eye was great upon the tat and pleaſant vallics of 
Sodom, bur his righteous foule was vexed with the deteftable wicked- 
nefſe of the people, and becauſe he did not diſlodge himſelf, the Lord 
did fa:!denly fice him out. Eft aliquid mali, vicinumeſſe mals, it is bad 
to live by bad neighbours. If we feare not an houſe infefed , we 
ſhouid dread an houſe on fire, The houſe infeRed is their finne, 
the houſe on fice is their judgement ; and in as mach as we are parta» 
kers of their finnes, we (hall bepartakers of theic judgements. Jeremy, 
to avoid both, defired to retire wi h fafety into the wildernefle, 
rather then to live in Jernſalem with fire over his head: O that I bad 
the (ottage of a wayfuring-man in the wilderneſſe, that I might leave my 
people and goe from them, 

I have now done with the ends which might be lawfull in the Mi- 
nifter to delire his removall ; I come to the provocations which are 
finfall in the people to inforce his removall. And lawfull ends, 
and fenfull provecations joyned together, will cert sinly warrant a Miniſters 
removall. 

There are foure great provocations wherewith fereny doth charge 
his people. 

1+ Their intra&ableneſſe to the miniſtery of the Word. 

2. Their unmercifulnefſe, in wich-holding maintenance. 
3. Their deſperate Apoſtaſie. S 
4. Their bitter perſecution, 
Now I charge none with theſe, but (hall ſhew how lawfull the re- 
movall is where theſe may be charged. 

The firſt provocation of the peopleis ; their generall inflexiblenefſe 
unto good, and intraftablenefſe under the miniſtery of the Word. Of 
this our Prophet complains,Chap.5.v.12.That the men of Judab had 
belied the Lord their God, and accounted the words of his Prophets 
as wind. And Chap. $. v.9, They had reje&ed the word of the Lord, 
and there was nounderftanding left in them. | 

Now this is a very ſad provocation unto a Miniſter,which may not 
unjuſtly occalion his removall, as appeareth by that elauſe in the Mi- 
niſters commiſſion, Lake 10. v. 10,11. Into whatſoever Citie you enter, 
and they receive you not, goe your wayes intothe ſireets of the ſame, and ſay, 
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And according to the tenor of this Commillion, Paul and Barna» 

bx (hooke off the duſt of their feet againſt the unbeleeving Jewes at 
Antioch, and told them, I: was neceſſary tbat the word of God at firſt 
ſhou!d have been ſpoken wnto you : but ſeeing you put it from you , and 
Jadge your ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life ; Lo, we turn 10 the Gentiles. 
Ads 13.v.51. and 46. And in As 22+ v. 18. The Lord charged the 
Do&or of the Gentiles to make haſt , and to get him quickly oue of 
Jeruſalem, upon this ground, becaule, faith be, they wil n9t receive thy 
| teſtimony concerning me, And when P aw! had a great defireto ftay at 
| Jeruſalem, as appeares by his reaſoning with the Lrd, v.19. and 20. 
|; No, faith Chriſt, do not plead for thy ſtay, but haite chee co be gone, 
| for | have a purpole to remove thee farre bence ts tbe Gentiles, verl, 21, 
What (hvuld God doe wich ſuch a people with whom his Word can 
doeno good? If they lay to God,Depart from us ye will bave no know» 
ledge of thy wayes, it is time for God to ſay to his Miniſters, Depart 
from them. Ex ore ſ#v, out of their own mouth will T judge ohis peo- 
ple, becauſe they would not bave the knowledge of my wayer, they 
(hall not. And this 8 aow their ficſt provucation, their untraQable-» 
nefſe to the miniftery of the Word. 

The ſecond provocation in the people is, Their 1nmercifulneſſe in 2. Provoga» 
with-holding maintenance from their Miniſters. The Princes of Je- tion. 
ruſalem would have ſtarved feremy in th: Dungeon, if an Achyopian Jer. 38. 9. 
had not been more pittifull unto bi-a then any Iſraelite was. 1 COL. 13e 

Maintenance is allowed on all tides, that he who waizs at the el- y, 5. g, 
zar, ſhould live by the Altar. And the Apoſtle makes it out by divers 
+ arguments drawn from Natures laws, and if men would but meaſure 
the quotum by halfe that allowance which they give to one luſt, they 
would be more reaſonable in judging what were a competency. 

[cis a great provocation when people with-draw their affeRions 
| from : heic Miniſters,and beſtow them on thoſe who with- draw their 
ſou'es from the truth, as thoſe Galatians gave their hearts to ſuch as 
plucked out their ſpiritzaleyes, who a lictle before would have 'pluc- 
ked out their corpora! ezes to have given Paul. But when people alſo Ga1.,;15. 
with-draw maintenance. the bond of coyenant between Miniſter and Wu 
people is broken. For though che Covenant benot alwayes expreſſed, * 
yet it is alwayes implied,that the people,plus multo,ſhould bee as'care- | 
full, and as certain unto the Minifter in temporals, as the Miniſter 
unto them in jpiritnals, 1 Cor.g.v.i1. 

The Civill law allowes the wife ( wa it did not, the law of Na- 
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ture doth) receiving not vidum,livelihod frum him to whom (he is a 
helper,to ſeek alimen: xm, (ubliltence elſewhere. 

The third provocation in the people is Apoitalie , and this Feremy 
charges double On Jera/alem, buth in worthipard in praftice: In re- 
ference tO the one, in the words below my Text, he calls them Adul- 
terers and Adaitereſſes : In ceference tothe other, an afſemblyof evill do- 
ers, What adultery is to the Marriage-contraCt, that is Apoſtaſie to 
the Goſpel-covenant, and no adultery like to the adulterating of the 
truth and wo ſhip of God, 

Now Apuitalte is a grievous provocation unto the Lord himſelf to 
depart from a people. Woe wnto them wen I ſpall depart from them, 
(laith the Lord,) And when is thar? When they depart from his 
eruth and worthip. And where che Lord poer, the lecvant goes after ; 
If che Son of Peace abide not in the Cirie,the Embaſſadors of peace muſt 
depart,and their peace departs with chem, 

In H-b.10. v. 38. the Apoſtle brings in the Lord proteſting againſt 
Apoſtates , If any mmn draw hack , my ſoule ſhall bh zve no pleaſure in bim. 
Draw back-from what ? The former words run thus, The juſt ſhall 
live byfaith, and if aiyy man draw back,that is,from fath.eicher from 
the doQrine of faith, vr from the life of faith, from Goſpel Princi- 
ples, or Goſpel Converſation, my (oule (hall have no pleaſure in him : 
Nan ertt re us in anims mea : He (hall not ſtand right in my affeQion, 
I (hall on no tearmes approve him: yea the words are a m:#9ſis, there 
is much more implieJ then is expreſſed, My foule (hall loath and abo- 
minate ſuch a perſon, I will not endure the fight of him in the Con- 
gregation. And if chis be the caſe of the Congregation, the Miniſter 
may well ſay, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervan; depart in peace. But this 
mult be underſt »26 of a people turned back by a perpetwal rebelion and 
de induftria, With an heart bent to hack: ſliding, not through infirmity, 
but by a deligne. 

Tae fourch provocation is Perſecution : And Apoſtates ſoon curne 
pecfecucere, & {lus Apoſtztaperſecutor ; they uſually become the grea- 
teſt, becauſe they are loach co have that way to bee credited , from 
which they are revolced. FJalian that was the moſt notorious Apo- 
ſtate, becaine the molt bitter Perſecutor that ever lived in the Chriſtian 
Church. | 

There are twoſorts of perſecution , which'the red Dragon ſtirres 
up againſt godly Miniſters, Oris & plage , Iſbmaels and Eſaus perie- 
cation, Tongue-perſecution, and Hand-perſecution. When men do 

not 
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not onely give out hard ſpeeches, ro reproach the Miniſter and his Do- Jude 15. 


Arine, bur doe ſezk our all advantages to incrap his perſon. 

Now the Lord had diſcovered unto Jeremy che treachery of his peo- 
ples hearts, chcugh it were not come to bluwes, chap, 11.v. 18. 19. 
There is moce danger of the wolt in the lambs skin, chen in his own, 
and where danger is eminent, it is not onely fate , but neceſſary to a- 
void it. If the people receive not our teſtimony, Ciriit would have us 
to d-part ; bur if they perſecute us, Chriſt adviſes us to flye, And in 
per{onall perſecucionsa'l agree with Auguſtine that it is Jawfull to re- 
move, which. in generall perſecutions they queſtion as unlaw- 
full. 

Athanaſius in his Apologie to the Emperour, on this ground juſti- 
hes his departurefrom Alexandria in the perfecution of Conſtantive, 
and in the perlecution or fez#»el, an hundred of the Lords Prophets 
were hid by Ob4diab in a cave. 

You fee now che provocations of the people,which may warrantize 
their Feremies to depart from them, and to wiſh for retiring Cottages in 
the wildernefſe. O that I bad the Cottage of a wayfaring-man in the wil- 
derneſſe, tbat I might leave my people, and goe from them, 

Two uſes onely I (hall make of chis poynt: the one of Examinati- 
on, the other of Exhortation. 

I would detire our Engliſh Feruſalem to examine herſelfe, whe- 
ther (he be nor para!lel to Feremy's Feruſalem in all theſe provocations ; 
As, 

1. Whether there be not a genera!l infl. xiblenefſe under the Mi- 
nite: y of the Word : yea, how d »: the Mi it rs of London propbeſie 
in $ xkcloth, under a great convngt and leurn ui their Miniltery. 

The Goſpel tels us of a Dzvil that was too ftrong for the Apultles 
t caſt cur: Every (uſt is a Devil, and how many fuch Devils ace there 
i1che hearcs of inen, which are coo ftrong tr Miniſters, ro Crony 
t5r d 14nces, 10 (trong tor the Ap ities hz nſelves, it eney were 
alive, We may ſooner deitroy our own lives chea tome mens lu'ts, 
They wiil coll you how miny Minilters ticy have gur- lived, vid their 
{lanes are as long lived as chemlelves. 

2. What unmercifulneſſe towards their Miniſters? The Devill 
was ſomewhat meccitull uno Uhcilt, he would not have had him to 
ſtarve z he would have had him to turn ſtones into bread. Bus ſome 
lefle charttible would have theic Miniſters to live upoa tones in ſtead 
of bread. 
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Itis ſtoried of Calvin in Geneva, becauſe he would not give the Sa- 
crament unto the people in tuch a ſuperſtitious manner as they deſi- 
red, the people would give him no maintenance. For the very ſame 
caule would many Congregations in London either ſtorm or ſtarve their 
Miniſters, or bring them unto Latbers pirtance, an Herring a day; and 
tor their aged Miniſters, they deale wich them, as men doe with their 
Horſes when they are worn out , they turn theminto bare Com- 
mons. 

3. Howis London turned back as the ſtreames of Jordan by an 
horrible back-ſliding ? What a deſperate revolt from the ſolemne 
Covenant? What anexecrable deniall ofthe ſacred Scriptuzes ? Of 
the Faith of the Lord that bought them? How is the beautifull child 
of Reformation ſtifeled in the birth, and a monſter of ſhamefull Defor- 
mation broughtforth in the room of it? O temporat O mores ! 

Time was when prayer and repentance were held up in the hands 
of faith, as precious meanes to maintain Communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt, and now men pray againſt their prayers, aad repent of their 
repentings ; becauſe ſome lay coo much weight on duties , others 
havelaid them wholy afide. | 

Time was when London: zeale enkindled againſt every bracelet & lace 
of the Scarlet Whore, and now asif the ſpirit of London were chan- 
ged into her ſpirit of fornications, we plead for a tolleration ot all 
her ſorceries. That which once entrea as Iron into our ſoules, but to 
heare of, now it is accounted a linne to ſpeak again it. 

Time was when we did look onerrors as the ſmoak ofthe bottom- 
lefle pit, now they are admired as new lights dropt down from hea- 
ven. And he is accounted no body in their Meetings that hath not 
ſomething of them. 

Time was when the Lords day was a delight unto us : now it is 
queſtioned whether it be the Lords ordinance or mans. 

Time was when wee law a beauty in their feet that brought 
the glad Tidings of Peace: Now Miniſters are a burthen in their 

laces. 

- Time was when we fled as Doves unto the holes of the Windowes, 
and 'now the wayey of Sion complain for want of paſſengers. 

Time was, but time will faile me if 1 ſhould goe on to ſhew what 
ſhamefull Apoftaſies are among us. 

4. How is Londonr, how is England: firſt love Apoſtatized into 
perſecutions ! : 

May 
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May it not be ſaid of our times in Eng/and, as Bernard fpake of his 
times, whoſe words are quoted by Hugo Cardinals in his Poftills on 
Fobn ; Good Feſws ( faith he ) 5: ſeemeth the whole Univerſtrie of Chriſti- 
an people have conſpired againſt thee, and theſe are chiefe perſecttors ; even 
ſo the whole Univerlity of England ſeemes to conſpire againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſome which heretotore were great profetiors, are dow be- 
come bitter perſecutots. 

1. As for Iſhmael: perſecution,l think never was more againſt faich- 
full Miniſters, then now is, Men bend their tongzer for lier , and the 
ſcorners chaire is every where ſet up againſt Moſer chaire ; for the 
wholeſome words they have from us, wee have bitter words from 
them. 

Luther was charged for preaching againſt the Popedome,to be tuba 
rebelliomis, a Trumpet of rebellion. And wee for preaching againſt «s 
great a myſtery of iniquicy, if not the ſame, to be Incendiaries of all 
the troubles that have been in Eng/and, and of this ſecond warre: If 
any thing goe amiſſe wich the people, Aaron muſt be toned. 

2, As for Eſaus perſecution, rough hands wee finde every where. 
And though they fall not down righe to blowes, yet there is malice 
acft] treachery enough in their hearcs to provoke them. New=-England 
they ſay, is too good a condition for theſe roundheaded Minifters, 
and therefore they reſolve, it they can get the day to cut their throats 


in 0/d-England : Behold, faith God to Jeruſalem : Thou ba ſpokgn and Jerem. 3. 5. 


done as evill things as thou couldeſt, If thou couldfſt have ſpoken or done 


worle,thou wouldeſt, 

Wee need nor as Ezekiel in Jeruſalem ) digge through the wall of 
this Citie, to ſee the bitternefſe of ſome mens ſpirits, the i#niquitze of 
their beels doth ſufficiently evidence the treachery of their hearts. They 
declare their finne as Sodom, and publiſh ic as Abſolomin the face of all 
Iſ-ae!, and in the fight of this Sunne. 

Too ſadly hath the occaftion preſented you Ferwſalems paralell in 
Lyndon, and yet ſpare me one word farther ; for, it would be Londons 
happineſſe if this day wee could be brought to give Glory to God in 
caking ſhame to our ſelves. And oh that London would take up righ- 
teous thoughts before God in judging their own condition,the King- 
dome you fee, is all in bloud at his time, if wee would fetch bloud 
from our hearts, the Locd might be intreated to ſtop the ifſues of 
bloud that are running in the Land. Londons provocations are nog 
ongly paralel to Jeruſalemr,but as Ferwſalem juſtified her yoneges liſter 
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Samaria, ſo hath London her elder fifter Jeruſalem, 

There are fix ciccumſtaucer, wherein J#d2bs provocations exceed- 
ed Ijraels. 

1. Becauſe they were aQed in a time of reformation. I72et ſinned 
under bad Kings, J#dab under gocd. 

2. Fadab ſinned againtt all the examples of Judgement which God 
had given them by Iſrael. 

3. «dab rebelied againſt thoſe ſpeciall warnings, which God ſent 
them by his Prophets. Though Iſrael play the barlot , yet tet not Fudab 
ſinne, 

4+ Jadsb made more profeſſion, then backſliding Ir ael did , and 
the more wee appeare for God, the worle wee are, it wee be not that 
indeed, which wee appeare to be. 

5+ 7udab enjoyed more and better ordinances, then 1/-ael did ; and 
the more means of Grace wee finneagainſt, the more malice is in our 

1nne. 

6. Judah had made a folemne Covenant unto God,in Joſ61s time, 
and finnes againſt Covenants, are not onely apoſtaſies, but perjuries. 

Now fee if all theſe aggravations be not found in Londons provoca= 
tL1ane. 

1. Have wee not ſuch opportunities of reformation , as the Lord 
never betruſted England with the like,and will not our poſteritics even 
curſe the loſſe of them, which our uanaturall divitions have ſnatcht 
from us. Oar fathers had a priz: put into theic hands, and they re- 
garded it not. 

2. Have not others Judgemients heighted Londons fecurity,l mean 
not Tſraels and Judabs in ages pait, but Germ mies and Irelands, Kent, 
and Colcheſters preſent before us. When wee ſee an under-biller on fire, 
and the ſecond ſmoaking, will not the top be conſumed, it the fire be 
not quenched ? 

3. Hath London wanted warnings, or Watchmen ? Hath nor the 
Lord Convened his fai:hiull Watchmen out of all the paris of Eng- 
land, to warne London ? Hath nor the Lords voyce cryed unto the Ci- 
tie; Heare yee the Rod, an4 who hath appointed it ? Wee doe here the 
Word, and doe not feele it, therefore wee [hall tecle the rod, ard (hall 
not heare ir. 

4. Whote meanes, whoſe mercies have been like unto Loadons?Oh 
L1don, | am ſorry for thy great accounts : may it not be ſaid of thee, 
as of Capernanm; And thou London-which has? been lifted up 10 Heaven ? 
Certainly 
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Certainly no Citie hath been ſo high In Goſpel priviledges as thou 
haſt been. The Lord grant that thy-Goſpel-unkindneſſes doe not in- 
curre Cagernawns curſe, no miſery ſogreat as that which is provoked 
by the abuſe of Goſpel-mercy. Coates taken from between the Che- 
rubims, are.coales of Juniper, the fierceft diſcoveries of Gods fiery in- 
dignation.. 

C Hath not Landon been eminent in profeſſion above all the parts ; 
of che King ome? Yez,arc not London: revolis even now vailed under ©... 
profeſſion ?.Is not, truth almoſt bagiſhed under pretence of truth? px. 10. 2. 
And Religion difgraced under ſhew of ion ? Thus bave I been wich 11. 9. 
wounded, th Chriſt, in the bouſe of my fri . Zech. I3+ 6. 
 Turkes.and Jnfidels fiane fiogly, they profeſſe them/elves Chriſts 
N enemies, ad they are (o, but this pd 4% 19 iniquitas, a com= 
licated compound of iniquity. 1. To injure the Lord Jeſus, who I. 

ſrekc our eternall welfare. 2. To doe i under ſhew of friendſhip. 2. 
3- Againſt knowledge, and againſt ſome ſenſe of love, for both theſe 2. 
muſt be in profeſſion. 
6, Did' Landon, did England, did two Nations ever enter into ſuch 6. 
ſolemne Covenants ? as have been lately not onely publiſhed in our 
Cities, but hung up in our Churches as inviolable records of our in- 
gagements, and as ſtanding Witneſſes againft our revolts? And hath 
| not London, hath not England? have not the two Nations ſinned, nos 
| onely againſt, bus with their Covenants? Serving our luſts, and not 
our God by them ? 
< The Greeke word, that fignifies Oath or Covenant,is derived from xo; «> buys 
+ 


a word which ſignifies alſo an hedge or bound ; and we have not one includo unae, ( 

ly broken our hedge, ourbound , buteven laid ic flat to the ground, 24% /i>tum 

whereby Gods wrath breaks in every where upon us, and he is in- = «b Ipis 

forced to unſheath his ſword againe : The avenger of his Covenant, 

| And now let London lay all theſe provocations and aggravations 

together, and ſee if there be not cauſe-enough, for theic Jeremies to 

wiſh for cottages in the wildernefſe,that they might leave their people 

and goe from them? Yea, will London be entreated to fee, how many 

faichfull Jeremy's have been provoked already to leave the Citie ? who 

are now reticed- into their cottages to pray for thuſe to whom theic 

preaching could doe no good? And as Solon when Athens was taken 

by Piſiſtratus hung up his Speare and Target at the Citie-gates , with 

this Proteſtation ; Ob Arbens, I bave ayded thee b»tb in werd and deed ; 

{o may thoſe faichfull Miniſters oy that have ett youz On London, 
wee 
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wee have done what wee could to warne thee of thy finnes, and of 
thoſe judgements which are like to follow them. 

Shall I have leave totell you of above fortie Churches in this Citie, 
that are, or were lately empty, and many more from which godly, 
grave, and Orthodoxe Minifters have been forced to remoye,through 
want of maintenance, or through other diſcouragements ? 

I would lay before you, but one motive to quicken the bitter ſenſe 
of this ; Even the miſchievous conſequence of ir. And I will give it you 
in a _——_— inſtance. You ſhall reade in the 2 of Chronicles the 28, 
ver. 24. That in Abaz time in Feruſalem | which is London paralel } 
the doores of the Lords bouſe were ſbut, and Altars ſet up in every corner of 
the Citie ; And what followed ? Why, grofſe apoſtafie in the people, 
and (horcly after utter deſolation of the Citie.Surely there is no Omen 
fo fad of Londons haftning miſery, as their unkinde provocations of 
the departure of their godly Miniſtry. 

I need not tell you what followed Noabs entring into the Arke, or 
Lots departure-out of Sodom, or what the Proteſtants in Queen A1a- 
ry's dayes acknowledged, that thoſe Marian-dayes were the juſt iſſues 
of their diſdaine of godly Miniſters in King Edwards dayes, but this 
remember, that the dſt of your Miniſters departure ſhall rife up as a 
teftimony againſt you,and where Chriſts Ambaſſadewrs of peace are for- 
ced to depart, their peace departs with them, The glory of God did 
not leng ſtay on the Citie, when once ic was departed from the San- 
Quary : 1fthe candles are pur out, the wy are all ſhut up; Interpreq 
what that means Iſa.9. 19. If the Land be darkened, (and tis darkned 
with a witnefſe when che Sun of righteouſnefſe withdraws his Goſpel 
light)the people ſhall ſhortly be for fuell to the fire of Gods wrath. 

I have yet a word of Counſell to-leave behinde mee , before I goe 
unto my cottage. 

And firftunto my brother Feremy, who defires a cotrage in the wil- 
dernefſe : I would defire him heedfully to write after his Copie here, 
to ſee that he hath lawfull ends,and warrantable grounds to leave his 
people. I need'not repeat Jeremy's ends , or his peoples provocations 

ine. 
hn things onely I have in advice from Jeremy in Jeruſalem, toFere- 

in England; which I noted in the analyſis of the Text. 

1. That he leaye not his people without leave from God, 

Nor a. Without love to them. 

z, Not wichout leave from God. Jeremy doth not let fall ine = 
Words. 
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words at Randum, or in paſſion, but in dolour of his ſpirit , as elſe- 
where he ſayes, he commends his way unto God ; Unto thee,O Lord, 
hve I opened my eauſe. Tf all mens wayes are in Gods diſpoſe, his Mini- 
ſters are all wayer. Sometime Pawl is ordered to ſtay at Corinth,when 
he is willing to remove. Sometime to remove from Jeruſalem , when 
he is willing to ſtay, alwayes he waices upon the Lords call, to dire& 
all his wayee. | 

Nog omnes poſumne eſſe Ceſares , wee cannot all be Aſſembly men. 
Some mult be Country- men, all cannot live in the Cities; ſome mutt 

oe abroad into the Villages, All are not appointed to great places, 

ome unto ſmall z ſome have their pallaces, others their cottages z 
Whereſoever our lot ſhall fall, wee muſt ſec that we have a divine call 
to warrant our way, and then if wee have little, wee muſt be conten- 
ted ; becauſe it is our portion : If wee have more, wee muſt be more 
thankfvll, becauſe ic is above our deſerviogs. Whether wee have more 
or |«{ſ:,we muſt be both contented and chankfull : Becauſe is is Gods 
will. Let our lot fall unto us in a faire ground or a foule , wee muſt 
both contentedly and thankfully ſubmit ouc way unto Gods diſpoſe; 
onely for, more peaceand comfort,and for better ſucceſle of his Mini- 
ftry, is Jeremy's . O that I bad the colt age of a wayfaring-man in the 
Wilderneſſe,; that I might leave my people, and goe from them. 

2. As Jeremy would not leave his people without leave from God, 
ſo not without love to them, although be could receive no love from 
them ; for though he did leave them, yet he will not leave to pray ſor 
them, and:to pray in teares, and teares in abundance, and that abun- 
dance not yet enough to expreſle his love ; but he wiſhes for morein 
the verſe before my Text; O that my bead were waters , and mine eyet a 
fountain of tearer,that I might weep doy & night for the ſlaine of the dawgh- 
ter of my people. 

Miniſters may preach plauſibly, but with Jeremy to mourn in ſceret 
is the tryall of their ſincericy, And for ſuch a people as Jeremy had is 
a tryall indeed. Pl ſpends and is ſpent ( both in praying and in 
preaching ) though the more he loves, the lefſe he is beloved. How of- 
ten doe wee finde Moſes on his face for the people of 1/rae!, when they 
by murmuring and mutuning did ſpit in his face. Stephen wee ſee on 
his knees for his perſecutors , pouring out his prayers and life toge- 
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| This wee hardly can, yet this wee muſt, if wee will be Jo; Diſciples 
lm 8: 31. indeed; Wee muſt pray for thoſe that perſecute us:Father forgive them, © 
for tbey know not what they doe. 
Pray ( you ſay ) But how > Why 
I 1. With an intenſe reticedneſ, fetting your ſelves toprayer,mak- 
ing it your bufineſle to pray withovt ceafing, as the Church for Peter, 
AF.12. And as Samuel for Iſrael, God forbid that I ſbould ezoſe praying, 
2. 2. With an intimate compaſlionateneſle , emptying your 7 an. in 
prayer, through a quicke and aRive fenſe of the peoples dangers. 
Theſe two intimations wee have from choſe ewo holy advantages 
which Jeremy aymed at in his inthe wilderneſle. 
1 The firſt was an holy retirednefſe unto prayers and teares,for ver.. k 
he wiſbes bis eyes @ fountain of teares ; and in the Text he wiſhes for fome — * 
ſolitary place to powre them out in. It isnot e to pray,but we 
ſhould pray in teares,and to pray in teares, we ſhould retire our ſelves 
$0 it as to our worke, 
Conld I-here reach my brethren in thetr Cottages , I would be- 
fpeake from them this holy improvement of their retiredneſſe,to pray 
for thoſe whom they have lefe , choſe that ate at eaſe in Sior, that 
drink their wine in bowles, and forget Joſepb In the ſtocks. It is an 
happy leaſure wherein wee are ſet on work for God, and a bleſſed (e- 
queſtration from the world,by which wee have more commerce with 


Heaven. 

2 2: Jeremy foreſeeing Feruſalems miſery, wiſhes himfelfe-in the wil- 
dernefſe that he might not ſee it ; as good old Cato, hearing of Romer aw. -—» 
overthrow, being blinde and uncapable to ſee ic, wiſhed himſelfe deafe 
too, that he might not have heard it. - | 

The miſeries of unkinde people as they are better difcerned,fo they 
are more pittied-by good Minifters, then by themſelves. The Phyfi- 
tian ſees more into the danger of the patient, then the patient him- 
ſelfe doth, and when the patient deſires ſuch things as would kill him, 

i the Phyſician ſtudies all meanes to cure him. The watchmen on the 

walls , ſee further then thoſe in the Citie, and though the people doe 

reſt ſecure in their ſinnes, yet they that watch for their ſoules will noz 

ſuffer God to be at reft for them. Hofer is contending with God for 

If aels ſafety, when Iſrael was dancing before their Idoll, ſenſlefſeboth 

of their finne and judgement approaching« 

My Brethren, Lwill qnely ſay of Ferevy, as Pawl of Abebeing dead 

A yet 
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t ſpeaketh, and beſpeaketh from you, your dearcſt affcRions, and 
ant5.0e bowels for the people of God. p oY 
O that my bead were waters, and mine eyes a fountaine of teares, that 
I might weep day and night, for vs ſlaine of 1ht dmgbter of my 
ople. | 
FB I might ſet my felfe cloſe to this workes and tnight not 
ſee the calamity of my people which I doe foreſee. 
O that I bad tbe cottage of a wayſaring-man in the Wilderne ſſe, that 
I might leave my pedpley and goe fram them... |. 

2. My counſels now to LendonyT {hall difpatchyAnd fourecounſels 
I deſice to leave with you... And O that the Lord God of Heaven , the 
onmipotent arme of divine grace would effe&ually for chemi home this 
day upon every one of-your hearts, and for'Chriſt his ſake I beſeech 
you, for your ſoules fake. for the ſafety of this famous Citle, of the 
whole Kingdoms, yer of chree bleeding dying Kingdomes, 1 beſtech 
you, let my counſels be acceptable unto: you, if ya the Lorilmay be 
entreated to continue the glory of his Ocdinances among you, and to 
prevent choſe judgements which ſeeme to be threatned. 

1, Keep cloſeunto your holy Covenant, whereis-you have moſt 
ſolemnly engaged ove felyes tro the moſt high God; for the encou+ 
rapeinent of piom| Miniſters, for the advancement of the power of 
godlinefle, and purity of worſhip, for the purping:out of ſapertition, 
hereſic, and prophaneneſſe,and that yee will all endeavour to goe one 
before the other in the example of a reall reformatiors . 


2» 


1 Connſeh, 


When our enemies were-mighty,'our dangers threatning, and our 


helpes ſmall, how big were our ptomilſes 7 our proteſtations? our dee 


clarations for God, and for his Chit ? But as Eliſþs parlied with his 
ſervant concerning that good ShunamitezShee hath been careful for us, 
but what bave wee done for her 7 even ſo, ſhould wee put the ſame que- 
ſtion to our hearts concerning God | as it is very fit wee all ſhoutd } 
what accounts could our fou's give-herein? That God hath been care- 
Full for us in the day of our diſtrefſe, will be, muſt be, confeſſed. But 
what have wee done for him, of all chat wee have covenanted unto 
him ? 

It is very fad to ſee how that ſolemne ſacred thing isof late made 
like a piture wich divers faces to Took according to every mans ha» 
mour and luſt that looks upon it. And oh both fides it is uſed, or ras 


ther abuſed as a ftalking horſe by thoſe who under pretence of love- 
Ebryſoſtoma. 


mato it, doe praRtiſe the manifeſt violation of it. 
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. Chryſoſtome-was wont to ſay,that it was not onely the duty but the 
charaQer of him that was, or would be godly, to be the ſame in the 
day of his health and proſperity, which he did promiſe to be in the 
day of his diſtreſſe-and calamity. Surely our God is the ſame $0 us, 
cur finnes may change his providencer, but our eftates cannot charge 
his love.” He is to us a Cevenant- keeping God, and «x(peRs that wee 
ſhould be to _ not onely a Covenant- making, but a Covenant- 


keeping people. 

My good friends, let us not befoole our (elves,(for ſo wee doe ſaid 
one of the wiſeſt among the onnes of men) if we think that God wil 
accept promiſes without payments, Ecclel. 5. 4. The Preachers counfe); 
is Uy in the 6. ver. of the ſame Chapter. Suffer wot thy mouth ty 
cauſe thy _— neither ſay thou befare the Angel it was an error 
Wherefore ſbould God be angry at thy voyee ? and deſtroy the workes of th, 
bandi? \ ©» 11 i enbes? = ; 

There is:no finne that wee reade of in holy Writ, againſt which di-- 
vine anger hath more terribly threatned, or more ſeverely exccuted, 
then againſt the finne of Covenant-breaking. I could lay before you 
the three-yeareswaſting famine of for 8 auls breach of Cove- 
nant wich the Gibeonites, ah Qac a civill Covenant, and made 
for many yeares before, As alſo the ruthfull defolations of Jersſalem 
for Zedekzabs treachery in breaking Covenant with the King of Baby- 
lon.. Bus I ſhall onely defire you to reade over and conſider well thas 
paſſage in Fere. 34- an the 15. ver. tothe21.. In ver.the 15. the Lord 
commends the Princes, and' the people, that they had entred into the 
Covenant : Tex bave done that which was right in my ſight ( ſaith God) 
in making a Covenant with mee, in#he bonſe that us called by my Name. 
Bat ver. 16. he charges them with the diſhoneſt breach of it, But jee 
bave turned andpoluted my boly Name. See, my Brethren , Covenant- 
breaking is a polluting of that ſacred dreadfull Name, which is moft 
ſolemnly invocated and atteſted in Covenant-making. But how had 
they broken Covenant ? Why,they proclaimed liberty for Gods peo- 
ple, and had done nothing towards it 3 therefore ſayes God ver. 17. 
1 will alſo proclaime a liberty for you, even a liberty to the ſword, to the peſti« 
lence, and to tbe famine,and I'will make you tv be removed into all the King- 
domes of the earth :\and ver.20. I will even give then in19 the band of their 
enemies, and into-#be band of them that ſeek their life, and their dead bs- 
dies ſhall be fur meat unto tbe fowles of the Heaven, and tq the beaſts of the 
earth, And that you may take ſpeciall-notice who they are, that a rs 

the 
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the marks of this direfull wrath, the Spirit of God doth notably poiny 


them out anto you, Der. 13- They are the men that have tranſgreſfſed my 


Coven mt, which bave not performed the word of the Covenant which they 
made before me, when they did cut the Calfe in'twaitie, and paſſed between 
the parts thereof. This was a ceremony uſed amongſt the Jewes in ma» 
ing Covenants, wherein they did tacitly imprecate the holy God, 
even ſo tocut them in pieces who did breake the Covenant, as they 


did cut the Calfe, and as they did paſſe between the divided pieces, fo 


the Lord to cauſe his fiery indignation, to paſſe between them who di- 


_ vided one from the other in the bond of the holy Covenane. 
ſoextreamly ſevere 


And now my Brechren, ifthe moſt juſt God 
in breach of Covenants between man and man, how think you will be 
make his jealouſie to ſmoake againſt thole that break Covenant with 


himſelfe in thoſe chings which doe moſt neerly concern his worſhip, 


and the glory of his Name. 


Methinks 
already ſpent, and need indeed requices it, but that muſt haſten.. 


I will onely bring hicher choſe words which our Saviour in another 


ſenſe uſeth ; Les bim which 5s iz the field not nerze back: to'take wp bis 
cloatbs; ſo fay I to him that is in the Cite, if you were to loole your 
cloaths from your backs, doe not turne backe from the holy Cove- 
nant. | | 

My ſecond Counſell is thisz Take heed'of apoſtatizing fromany 
knowne experimentall cruths of Jeſus Chrift, this enters as iron into 
the ſcules of your godly Miniſters to fee thoſe'whom they have look» 
ed pon as their ſpiricuall ſeed, and travaile of their ſuules, to recede 
from that forme of wholeſome words they bad received, to ſee them ſuck rhe 
blow1of Dragons, whom they. had fo cacefully-nurſed up at the breaſts 
of conſolation, and to have their affeQions ſtolen away fromthem, and 
from Jeſus Chriſt too, by thoſe, who never ſpent a breath towards 
their ſp ritual! birth, 

And as there cannot be a greater hearc-breaking unto Miniſters, (o 
neither can Religion receive a deeper wound any way then by the A« 
poſtaſie of profelfors, wee are an hifling, not onely to-Gath and Ajhe- 
low, to the proud ſcoffing world, but even to Fudab and Epbraims, to 
all che reformed Churches of Chriftendome, to fee how deeply, how- 
fuddenly London, England, have corrupted themſelves. 

In the beginnigg of this Parliament wee admired to fee how Enge 
land was turned Arminian, and how neere it was got of a ſudden une 


could ſpend in this ſubjeR as much more time az I have 


Mar. 24. 18. 
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to Rime, wee have now more cauſe to wonder,how Rome is come into 
Eeglang , 8ovd how England is tyrned Libectine, Pelagian, Socinian, 
Antinorviang Antiſcriptarian, Antittinicarianzyea it hath bad ſo ma- 
ny turpings, as.tha curniog'uato Chrilt by repentange and humilia- 
tion, is.now tarned qyt of dooreg,and throwne afide as an old dotage 
oflegall fervitude, wee know not whether the tyranny of Biſhops, or 
treachery, of ſeducerr, Ry Landon, England, moſt huge: for the 
ane kept fromi us the power of grd!fneſſe;rhe other bach beguiled ug even 
of tbe forma of its + 2 Ty: 

Shall I tell you Cand with reverence I would ) chat our apoſtafie 


from God, bath:cauſed God even to-apoftatize from us. I ſpeake in 


the ſame ſenſt, az God ſpeakt of himſelfe that be repents and 5 ſorry 
for what he hathidone. God was.in. a- very faire way to haye refor- 
med Eng/and, be.had caſt us in, as.rich advantages, as ever any Na« 
tion or age was betrufted with. He had awaked the zeale of all his 
faithfull ones in three Kingdames ; he had contributed the counſells 
of divers reformed Churches ; he had broken the ſtrength of all op- 
poſers, and becauſe wee have apoſtatized from gur former zeale, God 
hach alſo turned back from hiz;Divine; Juſtice holds propareion with 
our fin, becauſe we have ſaid,the cime of reformation is not yet come 3 
God hath ſept afide from us, and faid, well, if you let goe this, you 
ſhall never have ſuch a time more. 

Thoſe that obſerve the Story of the Eaſtern Churches, doe alledze 
this as the great provacation of Gods wrath to bring upon them the 
blaſphemous doRrine of obomet, becauſe they rejeRed the whole- 
ſome truths of the Goſpel. When once we begin to nauſeate at old 
truths, and ( ax flies aboux a Candle) to play about new lights, it is a 
thouſand to one but wee ſinge our wingp, it wee burne noc our lelyes, 
before we get off. 

The leaſt backfliding is in attendancy.to totall and finali apoſtahie, 
and when wee once look back, wee have no more power to turne a- 
bout againe, then Lots wife, who was inſtantly made a monum:nt of 
her own revolt. 

- Iwill cloſe this with that of the Apoſtle, Heb.3. 12. T ake heed bre- 
thren, leaſt there be in any of you- an evill beart of ynhelieſe, to depart from 
the living God : This evill heart reignes in ſome, dwells in the belt , ic 
15 the mother of all {inne, but apoGahie is its primogenite, this degins 
in.contemprt of Ordinances; for ſuch is the departing here, 9 /»»ſakivg 
of the holy Aſſemblies, as elſewhere the Apoſtle doth interprets himleite, 


and 
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and this he calls a departing front the living God, becauſe God in every 
Ordinance might be enjoyed wherethere is faith co bring him home; 
now this God lives to take vengeance on all thoſe that depart from 
hity, therefore take heed how yee provoke this living God, by deſpi- 
ſing his Ordinances, and diſcouraging, his Minifters, and ſo departing, 
= bim in the law of his Goſpel-worſbip. This is the ſecond Coun- 


My third Counſel is that of the 32. Canon of the Conncell of 3 Comnſel. 


Towers : Let all men ſtudy peace, but eſpecially Chriſtians. Chriſtians if 
there be any thing of Chrifts Spirit in you , hy afide that ga!l and 
wormwood, that bitterneſſe of ſpirit and heat of contentions that is 
In the midſt of you. Whatſoever differences there are between you in 
things diſputable, yer let unity be preſerved in things fundamental! ; 
nothing makes your Miniſters lives more uncomforeable amcngf yeu, 
or their Miniftry more ineffeftuall, nothing ſo much diſgraces Reli- 
gion,or obſtrudts the beaurifull birch of reformation,then the unbap- 
pie diſcords of thoſe who are accounted godly in your Congrega- 
tions. 

I doe not plead for Baa!, that there fhonld be any agreement wich 
Rome in thoſe ſuperſtitious Ceremonies or corrupt dc&rines which 
are happily exploded our Afﬀemblies. No 3 ſuch compliance would 
prove Englands undoing : as our Eccletaſticall Hiſtory well obſerves, 


Thar, that Bu/a conſenſus, agreement which the Greek Church made 


with the Church of Rome in their opinions,was an evill preſage of the 
utter ruine of the Orientall Empire, and of that famous Citie of Con- 
ſtantinople, which immediately followed thereupon : But as it is repor- 
ted of Pohearpw and Amicetws, howſoever they differed in their opini» 
ons about ſome things, and could not be reconciled,yet they kept faft 
the bond of Chriſtian fellowſhip in the faith of Jeſus. Even ſo (my 
Brethren ) let us as many as love Jerwſalems peace lay afide our diffe- 
rences in ſmaller matters, and ſtudy how to preſerve our unity in the 
maine; Flow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edifie another. Rom. 1 4, 19. Let us therefcre follory ſaith the A- 
prſile; he had laid the foundation of his exhortation in two argu-= 
ments foregoing. 

1, That ſound Religion confifts not in difptitable Q1eſtions,but in 
Goſpel-ſruits. 

2. That the edifying and not the diſputing Chriſtian, & he that is 
acceptable xo God, and approved - men, ver, 17,18, 
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Ic is faid of Baſil che great, that in thoſe differences between, Euſe- 
hius and him, he overcame him by courtefie, and humanitie. O that 
wee alfo could ſtrive jn love and humility,to goe one before the other, 
and to overcome our differences , not by bitter diſputes, but by an 
humble condeſcenfion. Methinks wee ſhould not own our ſclves to be 
Chriſts Diſciples, and to have learned nothing of that prime leſſon of 
his, wherein he gives us both his counſell and example ; Learne of me, 
for I am meeke and lowly in beart. 

As long as the profefſors of the true faith in Conſtantinople ( how- 
ſever differing in points of Diſcipline) held love and fellowſhip toge» 
cher in ſubſtantials of doQrine and worſhip , ſo long they became a 
fence unto their Citie againſt the publique enemy : But when once 
they brake aſunder in unkindly diviſions, and ſhortly after loſt both 
truth and worſhip, both parties became a ſpoyle to thoſe that hated 
them. 

The like unhappy Story wee finde of Feruſalem, when thoſe two 
Chriſtian Governours Guido and Raimundo, with their parties con- 
cended amongſt themſelves, they gave occaſion to the common adver- 
fary to come ingand take from them both, not onely the Citie,but the 
Goſpel to boote. I beleeye you doe not forget what lately I delivered 
unto you upon another ſubje&, That there.is a generation of ("anaa- 
nites and Perezites amongſt uz, that doe wait for the opportunity of 
eAbrams and Lots divilions, to break in upon ugjand toſpoile us of all 
our Goſpel®priviledges and liberties., Methinks If any thing would 
prevaile with us, nothing ſhould more inforce us to. agreement then. 
this miſchiefe which is like to follow, our difagreement ; we'(hall both 
{ides become a prey to thoſg that maligne us. 

I will here onely leave wich you thoſe three teſtamentall lefſons 
which Bernard left at his death with thoſe that. were abourhim. 

1. That they ſhould offend no man, 

2. That they ſhould give lefle,ccedit.to their own opinion. 

3+ Thar they ſhould not be vindiRive, nor deſirous of;revenge for 
wrongs done unto themſelves. O that I had the penne of a Diamond 
to engrave theſe leſſons upon your hearts, The neceſlitie of theſe times 
doth lowdly beſpeake them of.ug, | 

I have yet one Counſell more, and Fhave done. | 

Love,and cheri maintaine,your godly Miniſters ill; though 
ny are Starres, in Chriſts right hand, yet they are Lamps in-ypurs, 
and muſt have oyle from you to give light unto you, If you Cher ac 
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the Throne of Chriſts Glory in a way of leoſeneſſe, Chriſt will diſgrace - *&V 
it in a way of Juſtice. If you ſay in the pride of your hearrs , as thoſe Jeremy. 2&8 
wretched Citizens in the Goſpel, Wee will not have this mas to rmle over Luk 197; 
ws, take heed leaſt the Lord Chriſt take you at your words, as he did 
thoſe Fewer, who cryed out, His bloud be pon 18, and upon our children. Mat. 25. 25. 
And his bloud is upon them , and upon their children to this day. 

If you ſay in ſcorne, Wee will not have that Government you call 
Chriſts, Chriſt may ſay in vengeance, Well, you ſhall not : my Mini- 
fters ſhall no longer trouble you, mine Ordinances ſhall beno longer 
a buctchen unto you, I will cake care to remove my Kingdome from Mat. 21. 4x 
you, and to beſtow it upon a people that may better priz: it, and im- 
rove it. 
n Cambden could not reach his conceit, who boare in his Shield a $:- 
wage of America,with his hand pointing to the Sunne,and this Motco ; 
ibi acceſſm, tibi receſſu, In accefſe to mee, in receſſe to thee. I know 

not whether I may hit his concelt , but this I am ſure, the Sunne of 
righteouſneſſe hath appeared unto thoſe Savages of America, with beal- 
ling in bis wings, they are many of them brought unto civilitle, hope= 
full co Chriftianitie. 

I pray God that Prophecy in 1/a. 32. ver. 15. Be not fulfilled be- 
tween them and us : The wilderneſſe ſhall become a fruitfull field, and the 
fruitſull field ſhall be counted as a forreit, Is hath been once fulfilled be- 
eween the Fewer and us that were Gentiles ; may it never be againe ac- 
compliſhed between the Gentiles and us that are Chriſtians, Thar 
their wilderneſfſe ſhould become a fruitfull field, and our fi uitfull field 
ſhould be counted as a forreſt. 

I have done ; England of all parts of the Chriſtian world, and 
London of all parts of England, have been famous for their reverence 
and bounty unto their Miniſters; Shall I fay, How 3s the faithful Ci- 17. r. 21: 
tie, the faithfull Kingdome, become an Harlot ; rather 1 would ay, 
and I have faid all, Let England, let London remember their firſt love, Revel. 2. 5, 
and doe 1beir firſt works, 


P 


